
St George’s School Admissions 

Introduction 

This guidance sets out the criteria used by the Isle of Wight Council to decide on admission 
of children to its maintained special schools and resourced provision centres for children with 
autistic spectrum disorders within mainstream. The guidance should be read in conjunction 
with the Special Educational Needs Code of Practice (SENCoP), Isle of Wight’s Criteria for 
Making Statutory Assessments and Circular No: 15/99 Maintained Special Schools. 

As far as possible, admission to special schools and resourced provision centres (ASD) will 
be arranged in line with the normal admissions procedures of the Local Authority, through 
Statements of Special Educational Needs (‘statements’). Under no circumstances should 
places be offered, or children admitted to a special school or resourced provision centre 
(ASD), other than by the Local Authority. The Local Authority will finalise its decision naming 
a school in a child’s Statement of SEN after receiving the advice and recommendations of 
the SEN Panel. 

All pupil places in resourced provision centres (ASD) within mainstream schools are deemed 
to be above the planned admission number (PAN) for the host school. 

Naming a School in a Statement 

In keeping with its general position on inclusive education, the Local Authority will seek to 
place a child with a statement in the ‘least restrictive environment’ compatible with meeting 
his/her special educational needs. Unless a parent indicates otherwise, this will usually be 
the nearest appropriate mainstream school to the child’s home, together with the special 
provision described in his/her statement. 

The placement of a child in a special school or resourced provision centre (ASD) will 
normally follow a statutory assessment and the making of a statement by the Local 
Authority. After parents have received the proposed statement for their child they have a 
right to state a preference for a maintained school – mainstream or special - their child 
should attend. Parents are informed about available schools and also the support they may 
receive from Parent Partnership and voluntary organisations. 

A special school or resourced provision centre placement may also be considered following 
an annual review of a statement or, in the case of a child with a statement who is at serious 
risk of exclusion, after an interim review. In each case, changes in the special educational 
needs and provision requirements for the child may indicate the appropriateness of a special 
school or resourced provision centre placement. 

In addition, parents are entitled to make representations for placement in a non-maintained 
special or independent school. When considering such representations the Local Authority 
will establish that the school is suitable and that placement would avoid any unnecessary 
expenditure. 

Where the Local Authority decides not to name a school preferred by parents the reasons 
will be explained in writing, informing them of their right to appeal to the First-tier Tribunal 
(SEN and Disability). 

 



THE CENTRALITY OF PARENTAL PREFERENCE IN DETERMINING 

ADMISSIONS 

Parental Preference for a Maintained Special School or Resourced Provision 

Centre in a Mainstream School  
The Local Authority will name the maintained special school or resourced provision centre of 
parental choice providing that: 

 the special school or resourced provision centre is suitable for the child’s age, ability 
and aptitude and the special educational needs set out in Part 2 of the statement; 

 the child’s attendance is not incompatible with the efficient education of other children 
(or those likely to be placed within the next 26 weeks) in the special school or 
resourced provision centre; 

 any representations made by the governing body have been properly considered; 

 a place is, or can be made, available within the special school or resourced provision 
centre; and 

 the placement is an efficient use of the Local Authority’s resources. 

Where parental preference for a particular maintained special school or resourced provision 
centre cannot be met, and the Local Authority concludes that placement in another special 
school or resourced provision centre would be inappropriate using the criteria above, it will 
name a mainstream school, normally the nearest to the child’s home, following all necessary 
consultations described in the SENCoP. 

Where the Local Authority determines that a mainstream placement would be unsuitable for 
the child, incompatible with the efficient education of other children or an inefficient use of 
the Council’s resources it may name another suitable special school, resourced provision 
centre or other specialist facility. 

Parental Request to Change Part 4 of the Statement 

Parents may make a request to the Local Authority to substitute the name of a maintained 
school in Part 4 of a final statement with another school. The LA will comply with the request 
so long as it is in keeping with the criteria described in paragraph 9:40 of SENCoP. If after 
undertaking all necessary consultations, and giving careful consideration, the Local Authority 
is: 

 in agreement with parents, it will amend the statement naming the school proposed 
within eight weeks of the request; or 

 unable to agree, it will write to parents within eight weeks of the request giving the 
reasons why Part 4 of the statement will not be amended and explaining their right to 
appeal to the First-tier Tribunal (SEN AND Disability) and/or to utilise local 
disagreement resolution services. 

Consulting Special Schools and Mainstream Schools Hosting Resourced 

Provision Centres 

The decision whether to name a maintained special school or resourced provision centre in 
a statement falls to the Local Authority. Once a maintained special school or mainstream 
school hosting a resourced provision centre is named in a statement governors are under a 
duty to admit the child. This will apply equally to Academies, Foundation and Voluntary 
Aided schools 



Before specifying the name of a maintained special school or resourced provision centre in a 
statement the Local Authority will consult the governing body of the school, which would 
normally be expected to respond within 15 working days. The governing body will be given 
access to the (amended) proposed statement, together with accompanying advice, and may 
wish to discuss the child’s requirements with an appropriate officer. In some instances, 
consultation may extend to another Local Authority. 

Where parents have expressed a preference for a particular school, the Local Authority will 
consider matters raised by the governing body in relation to: 

 meeting the child’s special educational needs as described in the (amended) 
proposed statement; 

 the impact on the education of other children at the school; and 

 the efficient use of resources normally available to the school. 

When consultation is not as a result of a parental preference for a particular school the Local 
Authority will consider any concerns the governing body may have regarding the child’s 
impact on the efficient education of other children at the school and whether the governing 
body, or the Local Authority can take reasonable steps to prevent incompatibility. 

In all cases, the Local Authority will give careful consideration to whether admission will be in 
keeping with the school’s organised arrangements. Not only will the Local Authority consider 
whether the child’s primary needs fall within the school’s special educational needs 
categorisation but also whether a supported placement at a particular school could meet the 
individual needs of the child. 

Although, the Local Authority will not normally name special schools or resourced provision 
centres in statements which are already admitting children up to the number of funded 
places, a degree of flexibility will be exercised from time-to-time. In such circumstances, the 
Local Authority will pay particular attention to the number in the class or year group to which 
the child would be admitted, as well as the total for the school as a whole. Wherever 
feasible, the Local Authority would expect the school to adjust its arrangements to 
accommodate the child within a reasonable time. 

notes 

¹ In the final statement, Part 4 will set out the type of school and any particular school the LA 
considers appropriate for the child. 

² ‘least restrictive environment’ is defined as the educational setting where a child with 
special educational needs (or a disability) can receive special provisions designed to meet 
his/her needs while being educated with peers, wherever possible in a mainstream setting. 

³ ‘special provision’ should be viewed as a set of services over and above those provided for 
all children, not as a ‘place’. 

 

 

 

 



The Centrality of Parental Preference in Determining Admissions 

Parental Preference for a Maintained Special School or Resourced Provision 

Centre in a Mainstream School 

The Local Authority will name the maintained special school or resourced provision centre of 
parental choice providing that: 

 the special school or resourced provision centre is suitable for the child’s age, ability 
and aptitude and the special educational needs set out in Part 2 of the statement; 

 the child’s attendance is not incompatible with the efficient education of other children 
(or those likely to be placed within the next 26 weeks) in the special school or 
resourced provision centre; 

 any representations made by the governing body have been properly considered; 

 a place is, or can be made, available within the special school or resourced provision 
centre; and 

 the placement is an efficient use of the Local Authority’s resources. 

Where parental preference for a particular maintained special school or resourced provision 
centre cannot be met, and the Local Authority concludes that placement in another special 
school or resourced provision centre would be inappropriate using the criteria above, it will 
name a mainstream school, normally the nearest to the child’s home, following all necessary 
consultations described in the SENCoP. 

Where the Local Authority determines that a mainstream placement would be unsuitable for 
the child, incompatible with the efficient education of other children or an inefficient use of 
the Council’s resources it may name another suitable special school, resourced provision 
centre or other specialist facility. 

Parental Request to Change Part 4 of the Statement 

Parents may make a request to the Local Authority to substitute the name of a maintained 
school in Part 4 of a final statement with another school. The LA will comply with the request 
so long as it is in keeping with the criteria described in paragraph 9:40 of SENCoP. If after 
undertaking all necessary consultations, and giving careful consideration, the Local Authority 
is: 

 in agreement with parents, it will amend the statement naming the school proposed 
within eight weeks of the request; or 

 unable to agree, it will write to parents within eight weeks of the request giving the 
reasons why Part 4 of the statement will not be amended and explaining their right to 
appeal to the First-tier Tribunal (SEN AND Disability) and/or to utilise local 
disagreement resolution services. 

Consulting Special Schools and Mainstream Schools Hosting Resourced 

Provision Centres 

The decision whether to name a maintained special school or resourced provision centre in 
a statement falls to the Local Authority. Once a maintained special school or mainstream 
school hosting a resourced provision centre is named in a statement governors are under a 
duty to admit the child. This will apply equally to Academies, Foundation and Voluntary 
Aided schools 



Before specifying the name of a maintained special school or resourced provision centre in a 
statement the Local Authority will consult the governing body of the school, which would 
normally be expected to respond within 15 working days. The governing body will be given 
access to the (amended) proposed statement, together with accompanying advice, and may 
wish to discuss the child’s requirements with an appropriate officer. In some instances, 
consultation may extend to another Local Authority. 

Where parents have expressed a preference for a particular school, the Local Authority will 
consider matters raised by the governing body in relation to: 

 meeting the child’s special educational needs as described in the (amended) 
proposed statement; 

 the impact on the education of other children at the school; and 

 the efficient use of resources normally available to the school. 

When consultation is not as a result of a parental preference for a particular school the Local 
Authority will consider any concerns the governing body may have regarding the child’s 
impact on the efficient education of other children at the school and whether the governing 
body, or the Local Authority can take reasonable steps to prevent incompatibility. 

In all cases, the Local Authority will give careful consideration to whether admission will be in 
keeping with the school’s organised arrangements. Not only will the Local Authority consider 
whether the child’s primary needs fall within the school’s special educational needs 
categorisation but also whether a supported placement at a particular school could meet the 
individual needs of the child. 

Although, the Local Authority will not normally name special schools or resourced provision 
centres in statements which are already admitting children up to the number of funded 
places, a degree of flexibility will be exercised from time-to-time. In such circumstances, the 
Local Authority will pay particular attention to the number in the class or year group to which 
the child would be admitted, as well as the total for the school as a whole. Wherever 
feasible, the Local Authority would expect the school to adjust its arrangements to 
accommodate the child within a reasonable time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Other Arrangements 

Other Requests for Special School and Resourced Provision Centre 

Placements 

The LA will also consider a request for a special school or resourced provision centre 
placement from the: 

 Chair of the Joint Commissioning and Solutions Panel (JCSP), in the case of children 
looked after; and 

 First-tier Tribunal(SEN AND Disability) and the Courts (normally a direction or an 
order). 

Admission of Children without Statements 

Admission to special schools and resourced provision centres (ASD) will normally be 
reserved for children with statements but children without a statement may be admitted in 
certain exceptional circumstances, as described below. Up-to-date advice from a Local 
Authority appointed educational psychologist and the child’s current school will normally be 
required before any decision is made. Consent will only be given by the Local Authority if all 
relevant professionals, and the child’s parents, are in agreement. 

The reasons why a child without a statement may be admitted to a special school or 
resourced provision centre by the Local Authority are: 

 the child’s medical circumstances have changed suddenly, causing a rapid and 
serious deterioration in the child’s health or development; 

 the parents, school, relevant professionals and the Local Authority agree that a 
sudden and serious deterioration in the child’s behaviour make the child’s current 
placement untenable or unsafe; 

 a child arrives unexpectedly on the Isle of Wight and exhibits learning or physical 
difficulties of a kind which would normally warrant a statement and admission to a 
special school or resourced provision centre (ASD); and 

 a young person returning home from a secure unit or young offender institution may 
be placed in a special school for assessment; though the Local Authority would 
normally expect a statement to be made, if appropriate, and a special school 
placement named, before the young person is released. 

A child who is admitted to a special school or resourced provision centre (ASD) without a 
statement will be subject to an immediate statutory assessment. It is likely, though not 
certain, that the assessment will conclude that a statement should be made. If the child has 
been placed and will remain in a special school or resourced provision centre (ASD) a 
statement will always be made. 

Where the statutory assessment concludes that a statement will not be made the child will 
be taken off the roll of the special school or resourced provision centre within 10 school days 
after the Local Authority has notified parents that it does not intend to make a statement. In 
such circumstances, parents will be expected to seek a mainstream placement or make 
other appropriate arrangements for the education of their child. 

 



Children with Statements Naming Another School 

A pupil may be admitted to a special school or resourced provision centre not named in Part 
4 of the statement if: 

 s/he transfers from the roll of a school on the Isle of Wight Council following an 
annual review or reassessment, where professionals, parents and the Local Authority 
are in agreement that this should happen; 

 s/he arrives from another Local Authority and requires special provision 
commensurate with that provided by her/his previous authority; 

 s/he transfers from a non-maintained special school following agreement between 
parents and the Local Authority;   

 the Local Authority receives a direction or an order to this effect from the First- tier 
Tribunal (SEN AND Disability) or the Courts. 

For (a), (b) and (c), placement may only occur after all necessary consultations have been 
completed and an admission date agreed with the receiving special school or resourced 
provision centre. In all instances where the Local Authority proposes to change the name of 
the school in Part 4 of the statement, parents will be informed in writing together with details 
of their right to make representations within 15 days and to arrange meetings with a Local 
Authority officer. 

For (d) the Local Authority will make all necessary arrangements, including amending the 
existing statement within 25 working days of the order from the First- tier Tribunal (SEN AND 
Disability).   

Dual Placements (Registrations) – Mainstream and Special Schools 

For a few children the best means of meeting their special educational needs is for them to 
attend a special school for some but not all their time in school. Dual 

placements, particularly between mainstream and special schools are sometimes viewed as 
a means of promoting the ‘inclusion’ of children with statements. 

It is the policy of the Local Authority that before any such arrangement is made the name of 
both schools must be written into the child’s statement, clarifying which school the child will 
spend the majority of his/her time attending. In such circumstances, the child will be 
registered at both schools (‘dual registered’). 

Consideration for dual placements will normally occur following: 

 the issuing of a proposed statement where parents have expressed a preference for 
such an arrangement; 

 an annual review of the statement where professionals and parents are in agreement 
with such an arrangement; 

 a reassessment indicating such an arrangement would be advantageous for the 
child; and 

 the arrival of a newcomer where such an arrangement existed in his/her previous 
Local Authority. 

 



Dual placements of children with statements naming only one school must not 

be organised between schools without the agreement of the Local Authority. It 

should be noted that in addition to the wording of the statement, each dual 

placement has significant financial implications for both schools and the Local 

Authority. 

To avoid double counting, children who are dually registered should be shown on only one 
return. Where dually registered children are on the roll of a mainstream school and a special 
school, general hospital school or PRU, they should only be included in the return of the 
mainstream school. Where dually registered children are on the roll of a special school and a 
PRU, they should only be included in the return of the special school. 

Children Admitted to Special Schools in Hospitals 

Children may be admitted to a special school established within a hospital where there is a 
need for treatment. 

notes 

  

4 This may include an independent school approved for children with special educational 
needs similar to the designation of the special school or resourced provision centre. 

  

5 Where the amendment only involves changing the name of the school in line with parents’ 
wishes, a new final statement will be issued within 10 working days. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Criteria for Special Schools and Resourced Provision 

Centres 

 

Admission Criteria for Special Schools and Resourced Provision Centres on 

the Isle of Wight 

General Criteria 

The specific admission criteria for each of Isle of Wight’s special schools and resourced 
provision centres are presented below. In general, these criteria will be used when deciding 
the appropriateness of a placement. However, where there are more children than places 
available in a particular special school or resourced provision centre the Authority will apply, 
in order, the following criteria to establish priority for admission. 

 Pupil(s) with the most significant and/or complex special educational needs. 

 Pupil(s) in the public care (‘looked after’). 

 Placements that represent the efficient use of the Council’s resources. 

 Pupil(s) living closest to the school as measured by a straight line. 

The following criteria for each special school and resourced provision centre 

should be read in conjunction with the Isle of Wight Council’s Criteria for 

Making Statutory Assessments. 

Physical Difficulties (PD) 

As a general principle of policy, the Local Authority does not place children whose primary 
area of need is a physical and/or medical difficulty in special schools. Only children who 
present physical and/or medical difficulties together with significant learning difficulties will be 
placed at a special school. 

St George’s School (Secondary Special) 

Name of School St George’s School (Secondary Special) 

Designation: Special School Severe and Complex Learning Difficulties 

Number of Places 161 

Age Range Y7 - 13 

St George’s Special School caters for three primary areas of need: 

Children with Moderate Learning Difficulties (MLD) 

Children with MLD will have attainments significantly below expected levels in most areas of 
the National Curriculum, despite appropriate interventions. They have much greater difficulty 
than their peers do in acquiring basic literacy and numeracy skills and in understanding 
concepts. They may have associated speech and language delay, low self-esteem, low 



levels of concentration, under-developed skills, communication and interaction or physical 
difficulties. 

The vast majority of children with moderate learning difficulties should be catered for within 
mainstream school settings, with varying levels of support to address their special 
educational needs. A special school placement may be considered necessary when such 
children have additional needs and experience significant barriers to learning within a 
mainstream school environment, such as: 

 communication and interaction difficulties 

 behavioural, emotional and social difficulties related to their learning difficulties; and 

 sensory, physical and medical difficulties for which reasonable adjustments or 
adaptations cannot be made within a mainstream school. 

Admission Criteria (MLD) 

To access a place at St George’s Special School the child: 

 should be in receipt of a Statement of SEN naming moderate learning difficulties as 
the primary area of need; 

 should be between the ages of 11-19 years, though admission beyond Y10 would 
occur only in exceptional circumstances; 

 requires access to an appropriately differentiated, broad and balanced curriculum; 
and 

 should exhibit significant additional needs, over and above his/her moderate learning 
difficulties, and require an educational environment offering a high the level of social 
and emotional support, significantly beyond that which would normally be provided in 
a mainstream school with support. 

Children with Severe Learning Difficulties (SLD) 

Children with severe learning difficulties (SLD) have significant intellectual or cognitive 
impairments. This has a major impact on their ability to participate in the school curriculum 
without support. They may also have mobility and co-ordination difficulties as well as 
difficulties with communication and perception and the acquisition of self-help skills. Children 
with SLD will require support in all curriculum areas. They may also require teaching of self-
help, independence and social skills. Some children may use sign and symbols but most will 
be able to hold simple conversations. Their attainments may be within the upper P scale 
range [P4-P8] for much of their school careers. 

Admission Criteria (SLD) 

To access a place at St George’s Special School the child: 

 should be in receipt of a Statement of SEN naming severe learning difficulties as the 
primary area of need; 

 should be between the ages of 11 - 19 years; 

 requires access to an appropriately differentiated, broad and balanced curriculum; 
and 

 present with diagnosed medical conditions/syndromes associated with SLD and may 
have additional physical and/or sensory impairments. 



Children with Profound and Multiple Learning Difficulties (PMLD) 

Children with Profound and Multiple Learning Difficulties (PMLD) have complex learning 
needs. In addition to their SLD, these children have other significant difficulties, such as 
physical disabilities, sensory impairment or a severe medical condition. These children 
require a high level of adult support, both for their learning needs and also for their personal 
care. They are likely to need sensory stimulation and a curriculum broken down into very 
small steps. Some children communicate by gesture, eye pointing or symbols, others by very 
simple language. Their attainments are likely to remain in the early P scale range [P1-4] 
throughout their education. 

Some children attending St George’s may have a combination of hearing and visual 
difficulties. They are sometimes referred to as deaf blind, but may often have some residual 
sight and hearing. As many also have additional disabilities it is often difficult to ascertain 
their intellectual capability. These children have much greater difficulty in accessing the 
curriculum and environment than those with a single sensory impairment. They have 
perceptual and communication difficulties and their acquisition of incidental learning is very 
limited. This can result in high anxiety and sensory deprivation. They require teaching 
approaches that make optimum use of their residual sight and hearing in conjunction with 
their other senses. They often require alternative means of communication. 

Admission Criteria (PMLD) 

To access a place at St George’s Special School the child: 

 should be in receipt of a Statement of SEN specifying severe or profound and 
multiple learning difficulties as the primary area of need; 

 should be between the ages of 11-19 years, and present with severe developmental 
delay; 

 present with diagnosed medical conditions/syndromes associated with PMLD and 
may have additional physical and/or sensory impairments. 

 may exhibit challenging behaviour and have limited educational capabilities making 
their placement at any of the other Isle of Wight provisions problematic; and/or 

 may have a multi-sensory impairment. 

Children with an Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD) 

The majority of children with an ASD are catered for within mainstream school settings, 
including those with Resourced Provision Centres (ASD). Whilst a significant number of 
children placed at St George’s Special School may have a diagnosis for ASD such diagnosis 
will not be sufficient to enable access unless the admission criteria for MLD (with additional 
needs), SLD or PMLD are also met. 

notes 

  

7 Normally considered to be functioning at or below the first percentile, as measured by up-
to-date and appropriate standardised tests of cognitive ability. 

 



APPENDIX 1 

Consultation PROTOCOL 

Admissions to Special Schools and  

Resourced Provision Centres (ASD) 

Introduction 

At the present time requests for placement at a Special School or Resourced Provision 
Centre (ASD) will only be considered for children who have a Statement of Special 
Educational Needs or who are undergoing Statutory Assessment of their special educational 
needs. 

The criteria as outlined on page 9 onwards will be used to assist the determination of 
appropriate school placements for children with Statements of SEN. 

Procedure 

1. All consultations should be managed by the Authority. 
2. The Authority will consult with the parents’ preferred school, if known and 

appropriate. 
3. If the Governing Body considers the pupil’s special educational needs can be met at 

the preferred school, and there are no other competing requests, normally the Local 
Authority will name the preferred school on the child’s Statement of SEN. 

4. If doubts remain about the appropriateness of the placement agreed by the 
Governing Body, the Local Authority will seek the advice and recommendations of 
the SEN Panel 8 before finalising its decision to name the school. 

5. If there is no response from the Governing Body following consultation and there is a 
place available at the school the Local Authority will make a decision as to whether to 
name the preferred school following the advice and recommendations of the SEN 
Panel. 

6. If, following consultation with the preferred school, the Governing Body considers that 
the pupil would not be appropriately placed or there is more than one request for a 
place, the Authority may ask that appropriate professionals from the school attend 
the SEN Panel to discuss the concerns raised by the Governing Body. This will be 
timetabled accordingly. 

7. If, following consultation the Governing Body considers that additional resources 
would be necessary to meet the child’s needs this request will be considered by the 
SEN Panel. A decision will then be made by the Local Authority as to the level of any 
additional resource or service. 

8. All responses to consultation by Governing Bodies should be made in writing to the 
Head of the SEN Assessment and Review team, within the timescales set out in the 
SEN Code of Practice. 

9. Decisions about placements and the reasons they are made should be clearly 
recorded by the Local Authority and the school, as appropriate, to ensure a 
transparent decision-making process. 

10. Parents and schools will be notified by the Local Authority in writing about decisions 
made, and the reasons, in accordance with the timescales and expectations set out 
in the SEN Code of Practice. 

http://dev.stgeorges-school.co.uk/astg/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=1_8&products_id=102#ftn8


Admission Arrangements 

Children will generally be admitted to Special Schools and Resourced Provision Centres in 
September, at the start of the academic year. Arrangements for placement will ideally be 
completed by the beginning of March before admission. These timescales will allow for the 
appropriate planning and transition arrangement to be made. 

However, individual consideration will always be given to children moving to the Island who 
have been attending similar schools or resourced provision centres/units in other authorities. 
In addition, children whose entry has been agreed by the Local Authority following 
amendment of their statement of SEN may also be admitted during the academic year, 
subject to a place being available and the necessary admission criteria being met. In such 
cases admission may take place at any time in consultation with the school, parents/carers 
and, where appropriate, the child. 

notes 

  

8 The Panel normally includes the Head of the SEN Assessment and Review team, Principal 
Educational Psychologist, a Primary and Secondary Head teacher. 

APPENDIX 2 

 

Transfer Protocol 

Children MOVING from Special Schools & 

Resourced Provisions to mainstream schools 

If, following the Annual Review of a pupil’s Statement of Special Educational Needs, or at 
any appropriate time, it is considered that a pupil’s special educational needs would be best 
met in a mainstream setting a request for transfer should be sent to the Head of the SEN 
Assessment and Review team. 

Staff in the specialist setting should discuss the possible transfer with parents before a 
request is made and ascertain parental preference for a mainstream school. It will be 
necessary to inform parents that they are likely to be responsible for transport if they do not 
choose the school designated for their home address. 

Updated information about the pupil and recommendations for transfer, including parental 
preference, should be sent to the Head of the SEN Assessment and Review team 

The SEN Panel will consider the request and advise accordingly but the final decision about 
placement will be made by a named officer of the Local Authority. It may be necessary to 
request that a professional from the specialist setting attend the SEN Panel to give further 
information. 



Requests for additional resources to support the pupil in a mainstream setting will be 
considered by the Local Authority, in line with arrangements for funding Statements of 
Special Educational Needs 

If the transfer request is considered to be appropriate the Local Authority will consult with the 
parents’ preferred school as outlined in Schedule 27, Education Act 1996. Considerat ion will 
be made by the Local Authority of concerns expressed by the school about difficulties in 
meeting the pupil’s needs. A final decision about naming the school on a pupil’s Statement 
of Special Educational needs will be made by the Local Authority. 

If the school preferred by parents agrees that the pupil’s needs will be met by the school it is 
likely that a period of integration will be appropriate. This will require joint planning between 
the special and mainstream settings and include other relevant professionals. 

 


