


Intent and Implementation of the programme 
 
The intent of this programme is to provide our learners 
with severe learning difficulties in Sixth Form  with the 
same opportunities as their peers in the field of  
Horticulture at a level and with delivery that is appropriate 
and accessible to them.  Horticulture is a Vocational  
Option and the programme is geared towards providing 
the students with skills which would be needed were they 
to engage in a work based environment in the field of  
Horticulture. 
 
The course is implemented by a trained teacher with  
support from trained staff including staff from the speech 
and language department.  Teaching is done in the  
Polytunnel, Greenhouse and around the school grounds so 
that students understand the vocational nature of the  
Option, and that it is different from class based teaching.  
Evidence is collated into a portfolio to show student 
achievement, with assessment done via moderation once a 
term. 
 
The Horticulture programme is accredited through  
LASER Quality mark at either Bronze, Silver, Gold or  
Platinum level according to amount completed and student 
achievement. 
 
 
 



1. Investigate clothes designed to protect 
you in the garden 

 Wellingtons or steel toe caps 
 Gardening gloves 
 Hat  
 Waterproof jacket or overalls 
 
2. Try on some of the clothes. 
 
3. Say which clothes you feel comfortable in 

and which you find most useful.  
 
4. Wear the clothes when you are working in 

the garden to protect yourself. 
 
5.  Show that you know when you should wear 
your gardening clothes. 



1.  Use  a variety of hand tools, metallic, plas-
tic and wooden.  Show those that you find 
useful and those that you do not. 
 
2. Explore a variety of larger tools eg spade, 

hoe etc.  Show those that you find useful. 
 
3. Explore a variety of planters, pots etc.  

Show those that you like and those that 
you do not like. 

 
4. Choose a pot that you like and use a hand 

tool to help you to plant a seedling or some 
seeds with support. 

 
5. Show that you can clean the tools you have 

used. 
 
6.  Show that you know where the  
gardening tools and equipment are kept. 



1. Explore a range of herbs.   
 Smell them 
 Feel them 
 Taste them 
 Crush them with a pestle and mortar and 

then smell them again. 
Show which  herbs you like and which you 
don’t. 
 
2. Add the crushed herbs to some hot water 

and leave it to steep for half an hour. 
 Smell the liquid again and show whether 
you like it  or not. 
 
Choose some herbs that you like to make herb 
bread.  Crush the herbs with a pestle and 
mortar before mixing with olive oil and brush-
ing on some French bread.  Cook the bread 
and taste it.  Show by whether you like it. 



Section C continued. 
 
4. Explore some sensory plants. 
 Lavender 
 Curry plant 
 Lambs ears 
 Dried Honesty 
 Poppy heads 
 Old Man’s beard 
 Nepentha/Cat Nip etc 
Show which of the plants you like. 
 
5. Choose some of the sensory plants and 

make a sensory bouquet out of them.  Tie 
your bouquet with string.  Give your  

 bouquet to a friend. 
 
6.  Choose some of the sensory plants that 
you like and make a collage from them.  Share 
your collage with a friend. 
 
 



 
1. Choose some pots to plant in. 
 
2. Choose some seeds you would like to plant 

from a choice of 2 or 3 packets. 
 
3. Explore the potting compost with your 

hands and senses before filling your chosen 
pots. 

 
4. Carefully plant your seeds. 
 
5. Water your seeds. 
 
6. Take your pots of seeds to the polytunnel 

and place them where they will grow. 
 
7. Take photographs of your seeds growing. 
 
8.  When your seeds have grown into plants 
show them to a friend. 



Section D continued. 
 
9. Choose some seedlings to plant. 
 
10.Choose the pots you wish to plant your 

seedlings in. 
 
11. Explore the potting compost before  
 planting your seedlings. 
 
12.Water your seedlings. 
 
13.Take your potted seedlings to the  
 polytunnel and place them somewhere they 
will grow. 
 
14.Take photographs of your seedlings as 

they grow and share these with a friend. 
 
 



1. From a selection of pictures of plants and 
flowers choose those that you like. 

 
2. Using the garden template arrange the 

plants and flowers the way you would like 
to see them in your garden. 

 
3. When you have chosen the arrangement 

stick the pictures to the template. 
 
4. Show your garden design to a friend. 
 
5. Plan a visit to a garden centre.  From a  
 basket of items choose those that you 
think you will need to take with you. 
 
6. Show that you can use the minibus safely 

to visit a garden centre. 
 
7. At the centre, take photographs  of the 

plants that you would like to see in your 
garden design. 



1. Choose pictures of plants and flowers that 
would look nice in pots and hanging baskets. 

 
2. Place the pictures on an order form that 

can be used for people to make an order 
for their own pots to be designed for 
them. 

 
3.  Invite members of staff or the Public to 

choose the flowers that they would like to 
have in a basket or pot by using the special 
order form you designed. 

 
4. When you have got some orders, use your 

order forms to make up the baskets or 
pots. 

 
5.  Deliver the baskets or pots you have made 
and collect the money from your customers. 



1. Explore all the areas of the garden and 
choose items that you find there eg cones, 
leaves, twigs, flowers etc. 

 
2. Explore the items you have collected.  

Choose those that you like. 
 
3. Using a blank canvas arrange the items 

that you have chosen to make a collage pic-
ture. 

 
4. When you have arranged your items and 

like the picture you have made stick the 
items to the canvas board using glue or a 
cold glue gun. 

 
5. Use metallic acrylic paints to print images 

of leaves and flowers on top of the collage 
that you have made. 

 
6.  When your canvas picture is finished share 
it with a friend. 



1. Explore a number of vegetables and fruits.   
 Smell them 
 Taste them 
 Feel them 
 Look at them 
 
2. Make some different foods using the  
 vegetables and fruits you have explored. 
 
3. Taste the foods that you have made.  Show  

whether you like them. 
 
4. Share some of the foods that you make 

with some friends. 
 
5.  Show using photographs whether your 
friends enjoyed your food. 



1. Choose twigs and small leafy branches to make a 
wreath. 

2. Choose items to decorate your wreath. 
3. Attach the items to your wreath using decorative 

string or florist wire. 
4. Attach a ribbon or decorative string to your wreath 

so it can be hung. 
5. Choose an oasis hoop. 
6. Soak your hoop in water. 
7. Choose leaves and twigs and berries from the gar-

den and woods to decorate your oasis hoop. 
8. Finish by placing a candle in the centre of your 

hoop. 
9. Collect pine cones and beech mast and set to dry 

in the polytunnel. 
10.   Use gold or silver spray to spray some of the 

pine cones. 
11.  Use red or green dye and place the dried beech 

mast into the dye until fully coloured. 
12. Dry some slices of orange and lemon. 
13. Mix the cones, beechmast, sliced dried fruit and 

some cinnamon sticks to make pot pourri.  Use a 
Christmas scent to scent it. 



1.  Decide on a project you would like to do. 
 
2. Choose what you will need in order to do 

your project. 
 
3. Choose who you will do your project with. 
 
4.  Carry out your project. 
 
5. Take pictures of you doing your project. 
 
6.  Make a collage of  
 photographs of your project. 
 
7.  Share your collage with a friend. 



Delivery 
 

It is envisaged that this programme will be 
delivered in four parts throughout the  
sessions. 
 
Part 1— Orientation around the school 
grounds and use of equipment and PPE.  
Grounds maintenance eg trimming the willow 
on the outdoor classroom, weeding the beds 
etc. 
 
Part 2—Planting and growing plants and trees, 
including enterprise. 
 
Part 3—Exploration of plants, fruits and veg-
etables including cooking them. 
 
Part 4—Garden Art. 



Recording 
 

Recording of evidence will be done mainly 
through photographs so support staff will 
need to carry a camera in order to capture 
every stage of every process for every  
student undertaking the programme. 


