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Year 7 Autumn 1 Year 7 Autumn2 Year 7 
Spring 1 

Year 7 
Spring 2 

Year 7 
Summer 1 

Year7 
Summer 2 

Animals Materials Electricity Plants Light Living Things 

Listing the human 
senses 
Recognising some 
human life processes 
Identifying similarities 
between animals 
Identifying differences 
between animals 
Grouping animals 
according to what they 
eat 
 

Listing different 
materials 
Recognising uses for 
materials 
Describing texture 
Sorting by simple 
properties 
Suggesting a material 
for an object and its 
use 

Giving examples of 
electric appliances 
Listing the materials 
that wires are made 
from and why 
Knowing how to use 
electricity safely 
Making a basic circuit 
Problem solving using 
circuits 
 

Describing how trees 
change 
Recording growth of 
seeds 
Knowing what plants 
need 
Naming parts of a tree 
Naming parts of a 
flower 

Naming some light 
sources 
Experimenting with 
shadows 
Experimenting with 
light and materials 
Experimenting with 
reflection 
Knowing the dangers of 
sunlight 
 

Grouping living from 
non-living things 
Describing what makes 
a thing living 
Recognising animals 
around them 
Recognising plants 
around them 
Matching living things 
to habitats 
Knowing how to 
handle living things 
safely 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 8 Autumn 1 Year 8 Autumn2 Year 8 
Spring 1 

Year 8 
Spring 2 

Year 8 
Summer 1 

Year8 
Summer 2 

Animals States of Matter Forces Plants Rocks Sound 

Ordering animal life 
cycles 
Knowing the 
importance of hygiene 
Knowing the 
importance of good 
diet 
Classifying animals 
Describing similar 
features of groups 
Suggesting why 
animals have different 
features 
 

Recording 
temperatures in 
settings 
Using units correctly 
Knowing the three 
states of water 
Knowing how to 
change the state of 
water 
Classifying materials as 
solid, liquid or gas 
Experimenting with 
temperature 
safely 

Using basic force 
words, e.g ‘pull’ and 
‘push’. 
Describing what a 
machine does 
Experimenting with 
magnets 
Experimenting with a 
pendulum’s swing time 
Recognising the 
importance of levers 
Knowing how to lift 
safely 

Recording the plants 
around them 
Knowing the roles of 
plant parts 
Experimenting by 
monitoring plant needs 
Recognising the life 
cycle of plants 
Knowing the 
importance of plants in 
our 
eco-system 

Recognising erosion 
and its causes 
Sorting different rock 
types 
Knowing how some 
rocks are formed 
Comparing soil 
Linking fossils to long 
dead living things 
Observing rocks and 
fossils in their 
environment 
 

Demonstrating how to 
make loud, soft, high 
and low sounds 
Associating sound with 
vibration 
Explaining how a sound 
reached their ears 
Knowing that sound can 
travel through solid 
objects 
Knowing an appropriate 
sound volume 



Year 9 Autumn 1 Year 9 Autumn2 Year 9 
Spring 1 

Year 9 
Spring 2 

Year 9 
Summer 1 

Year9 
Summer 2 

Animals Materials Light Evolution Forces Space 

Exploring the purpose 
of a human skeleton 
Knowing the 
importance of variety 
in diet 
Knowing the 
importance of exercise 
and hygiene with 
reference to body 
parts 
Describing the needs 
of animals and plants 
with reference to body 
parts 

Separating mixtures 
Planning an 
experiment 
Exploring how to 
change materials 
Grouping materials by 
similar properties 
Using the correct 
equipment and units 
for an experiment 

Grouping natural and 
man-made light 
sources 
Understanding why the 
moon is not a light 
source 
Drawing a picture with 
a light source and 
correct shadow 
Manipulating a mirror 
to see round corners 

Describing how 
different parts of an 
animal help it survive 
Making dinosaur 
predictions based on 
fossils/teeth 
Understanding that 
animals change over 
time 
Using a family tree 
Knowing how to look 
after their environment 

Explaining why a 
machine works 
Demonstrating how 
force can change the 
shape/speed/ 
Direction of an object 
Using the term 
‘balanced’ 
Understanding 
resistance, e.g friction 
or running through 
water 
Designing an 
experiment to test 
material strength 

Naming the four 
planets closest to the 
sun 
Reciting the months 
Understanding 
day/night and seasons 
with reference to earth 
and sun 
Recognising hot and 
cold places on earth 
with reason 
Stating that the sun is 
at the centre of our 
solar system 

 


