
ST GEORGE’S GAZETTE 
 

Friday 04th December 2020 
 

 

 

 
Dear Families, 
 
We have been asked to send out the latest guidance in relation to Face coverings on school and public 
transport: 
 
Face coverings: In accordance with advice from PHE, children and young people aged 11 and over must wear a 
face covering when travelling on dedicated transport to secondary school or college. This does not apply to 
people who are exempt from wearing a face covering on public transport.  
 
A face covering is a covering of any type which covers your nose and mouth. Reusable or single-use face 
coverings are available for parents and carers to buy. A scarf, bandana, religious garment or hand -made cloth 
covering may also be used but these must securely fit around the side of the face. 
 
Face coverings: 

 may be particularly useful where measures such as distancing and sitting in bubbles or year groups are 
not possible 

 may help children to feel more confident about using home to school transport, and parents to feel mor e 
confident about their child using home to school transport  

 should not be worn by those who may not be able to handle them as directed (for example, young 
children, or those with SEND) as it may inadvertently increase the risk of transmission  

 are not a substitute for other protective measures such as good hand hygiene 
 

The guidance is careful to say that some young people are exempt from wearing face masks. At St. George's we 
completely accept this but also feel that our young people, if they can, should be taught to protect themselves 
and take responsibility for protecting others. A large number of young people in school are responsibly following 
the guidance on wearing face coverings so if at all possible, we would recommend the above advice and 
guidance. 

 
Have a good weekend.  
 
Sue Holman, Headteacher 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Dates for Your Diary / Events Programme 
 

Autumn Term 2020 

Christmas Jumper day ………………………………..  Fri 11th Dec 2020 

Christmas Dinner and Mufti ………………………….   Wed 16th Dec 2020 

Christmas Holiday …………………………………….   Wed 23rd Dec – Fri 1st Jan 2021 

 

Spring Term 2021 

Staff Development Day (School closed to students) ..........  Mon 4th Jan 2021 

Term starts .........................................................................  Tues 5th Jan 2021 

Half Term  ...........................................................................  Mon 15th – Fri 19th Feb 

Easter Holiday  ...................................................................  Mon 29th Mar – Fri 9th Apr 

 

 Can you help me find 
my four missing elves? 
They are all hiding in 
this newsletter  



 
  

 
 

Reverse Advent calendar 
(Week 5) 

 
Week 7/12-11/12 – shampoo (men and 

women), toothpaste and toothbrush 
Week 14/12-18/12 – Christmas treats – 

chocolate, mince pies, biscuits etc. 
 

Food can be put into the labelled drop off 
points in reception. Friday 11th will be the 
last day for donations to enable food to be 

delivered. 

 

 

 

 

St George’s School is supporting Save the 
Children Christmas jumper day on Friday 11th 
December. Students are invited to participate 
by wearing a Christmas jumper. A small 
donation can be made towards Save the 
Children if you wish. 

Christmas Jumper day reminder  
          11th December 

Students are welcome to wear Christmas 
jumpers or mufti on Christmas dinner day, 
Wednesday 16th December. (A reminder 
that pyjamas and hoodies are not allowed) 

Christmas dinner reminder  
          16th December 

A reminder  

All entries for Antoine’s Little Pudding 
Parlour cake competition need to be 
submitted by 10th December email your 
entry to 
enquiries@antoineslittlepuddingparlour.co.
uk 

Nasal Flu Vaccination Reminder 
 

Any student (up until their 18th 
birthday) who missed the school nasal 

flu clinic but would like a vaccination can 
attend one of the following sessions- no 

appointment needed. 
 

Sat 05/12 at Sandown Children’s Centre 
09:00 - 15:30 

Wed 09/12 at Ryde Children’s Centre 
15:30 – 17:30 

Wed 16/12 at West Newport Children’s 
Centre 09:00 – 17:30 

Wed 06/01 West Newport Children’s 
Centre 15:30 – 17:30 

A reminder 
Anyone who wishes to contribute their thoughts or ideas for the 
school’s accessibility policy and plan must email 
office@stgeorges.iow.sch.uk for the attention of Sue Holman by 
Friday 11th December.  This information can be found  
on the website.  
 

Reminders page 

 

Follow the star reminder 
 

Our friends at St John’s Church in Newport have invited our school and 
residents of Newport and Carisbrooke to display stars in our windows over the 
Advent and Christmas period If you are unable to do so but still wish to display 
a star, they can also be sent in to Claire Slade-Carter at school to be added to 
our display. 

  

 

 

    
 

mailto:office@stgeorges.iow.sch.uk


 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Department of education coronavirus 
(Covid-19) helpline opening hours 
 
Staff, parents and young people can 
contact this helpline by calling: 
Phone: 0800 046 8687 
Opening hours: Monday to Friday from 
8am to 6pm 
Saturday and Sunday from 10am to 4pm 

Dear Parents/Carers  
 

When reporting your young person’s 
absence please could you call the 
school office on 524634 
Before 9.15am. 
 

Thank you  
 

Christmas Cards 
 

Students are more than welcome to give out Christmas cards 
within their bubbles. If they wish to give Christmas cards outside 
their bubble, they will need to be quarantined before handing 
out.  

 
Isle of Wight Round 
Table, with support 
from Chase the 
Rainbow IOW, are 
delighted to 
announce the launch 
of their 2020 Santa 
Sleigh Design 
competition for all 
children up to and 
including age 16. 

Isle of Wight Round Table had planned to launch their Santa Sleigh fundraising tour of the Island this year 
during December in the build up to Christmas. Sadly, due to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic it has not been 
possible and so look out for this exciting new event in December next year. 
 
Design a sleigh 
Instead, Round Table are asking children to send in their design ideas for a new Santa Sleigh and who knows, 
some of the ideas may well end up part of the real Isle of Wight Santa’s Sleigh for 2021! 
 
There are no rules except that whatever is designed must involve a sleigh. The shape can be any shape, design 
and colours. The judges will be looking for innovative ideas and originality. Entries can only be made by 
uploading to the competition Facebook page www.facebook.com/iwroundtable. The closing date for entries 
will be 19.30 on 18th December 2020 and the winners will be announced at 16.00 on Sunday 20th December 
by Santa live from the North Pole via Facebook 

Please can I ask families to try and ensure their children do not arrive early at 
school. This week a parent has observed students outside the building before 
school not observing social distancing. Supervision is only possible from 
8.45am and it is reasonable to expect that most students do not need to be 
here before that time. We completely understand that some students are 
independent travellers and in order to arrive for 9am, their transport gets 
them here early but they should be in the minority. The numbers we are 
seeing here before 8.45am do not tally with our knowledge of travel routes.  
We would be most grateful if you could work with us to keep all safe and 

socially distanced at this difficult time.     
                                       
Sue Holman 

 

 



  

Sushi 
 

The fantastic thing about year 11 Food Tech at St George’s is the students get to choose the recipes they would like to cook. This 
helps them explore different recipes and cuisines and prepares them for their Btech exam next year when they need to prepare a 

home cooked meal for two invited guests. 
 

So far this year the students have chosen to learn, prepare and cook Omu-Rice (Japanese Omelette), Hunter’s Chicken, with 
homemade wedges and side salad, and then this week 11A explored preparing sushi. 

 
Although I demonstrated the rolling and technical parts of the preparation, the student’s prepared the fillings which were prawns in 

Marie Rose sauce with avocado, tuna mayo with cucumber and teriyaki chicken with avocado. 
 

These recipes, and more, will be available in our St George’s recipe book. Don’t forget to pre-order your recipe book by next Friday, 
11th of December and it will be sent home with your student by the following Friday. 

 
Have a good weekend. 

 
Kat Montagu 

Food Tech Instructor 

Isle of Wight special school to expand with council investment 
 

Expansion plans have today (Tuesday) been announced for an Isle of Wight special school. 
 

St George's School, in Watergate Road, Newport, is set to benefit from a £860,000 funding boost from the Isle of Wight Council. 
 

The cash injection will allow the school to make significant changes to its accommodation with a new sixth form centre and 'employability hub'  that 
will provide additional facilities for up to 50 young people with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). 

 
This development will also enhance post-16 provision across the Island for individuals with learning difficulties and disabilities. 

 
Welcoming the news, Councillor Paul Brading, Cabinet member for children's services, education and skills, said the plans would help meet the 

growing demand for special school places on the Island and support the post-16 SEN strategy. 
 

He said: "Today's announcement once again underlines our commitment to give every child the tools to successfully transition into adulthood and 
to be supported towards greater independence and employability. 

 
"Special school places are already in high demand, and this is expected to rise further over the coming years, so investment is required now to 

ensure we can meet that need. 
 

"Expanding St George's School in this way will give more children and young people access to the best possible SEND education." 
 

Under the plans the sixth form will move into a bespoke facility on the same site. 
 

It will support young people to gain greater independence and employability skills as they enter adulthood, and help bridge the gap between 
education and employment. 

 
Sue Holman, Headteacher at St George's, said: "The demand for places at St George's School is rising year on year.” 

 
"This project will enable us to free up capacity in the main school while enabling our sixth form students to start their transition to adulthood in a 

bespoke new provision.” 
 

"We are very excited to work with the local authority to design and realise this new provision." 
 

Last month the council also announced plans to open the Island's very first early years SEN hub at Clever Cloggs Pre-school, Newport, providing 
high-quality tailored support for pre-school children with additional needs and their families. 

 

I am very excited to say that this is now definitely happening as we have been campaigning for better facilities for our 6th Form for many years. It 
will of course take time to build and renovate but we hope to have part of the facilities in place for September 21 and the rest by December 21. 

Watch this space for exciting updates. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


