
ST GEORGE’S GAZETTE 
 

Friday 13th November 2020 
 

 

 

 
Dear Families, 
 
We have had another busy week at St. George's and your children continue to amaze us with 
their resilience and positive attitudes. Considering they had such a break in their education 
and are also in the midst of another lockdown, their attitude to learning is astounding. They 
are a credit to you and the staff who work with them. 
 
I would also like to draw attention to the staff and say a heartfelt thank you. I am sure you will 
join me in praising them. When other fields of work are being advised to work from home and 
keep themselves and their families safe, our staff are coming in full of energy to keep the 
school running successfully and your children learning happily. Thank you for supporting us in 
sending your children in with additional layers so we can keep windows open and wearing 
masks where possible. We are educating young people about their responsibilities to keep 
themselves and others safe around them so your support is priceless in these frightening 
times. 
 
Have a good weekend.  
  
Best wishes 
 
Sue Holman, Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Dates for Your Diary / Events Programme 

(New/amended items in red) 
Autumn Term 2020 

Christmas Holiday …………………………………….   Wed 23rd Dec – Fri 1st Jan 2021 

 

Spring Term 2021 

Staff Development Day (School closed to students) .  Mon 4th Jan 2021 

Term starts  ..............................................................  Tues 5th Jan 2021 

Half Term  ................................................................  Mon 15th – Fri 19th Feb 

Easter Holiday .........................................................  Mon 29th Mar – Fri 9th Apr 

May Day Holiday  .....................................................  Mon 3rd May 

Half Term  ................................................................  Mon 31st May – 4th Jun 

Summer Holiday Starts  ...........................................  Mon 26th July 



 
  

COVID – 19 
 

 

If your child shows these symptoms, please do not 
send them to school. If a student develops these 
symptoms while they are at school, we will isolate 
them and contact you immediately to come and 
collect them. 
 
IT IS ESSENTIAL WE ARE ABLE TO MAKE CONTACT 
WITH FAMILIES IN THE EVENT OF AN EMERGENCY 
OR ILLNESS SO PLEASE ENSURE WE HAVE YOUR UP 
TO DATE CONTACT DETAILS.  

Loss of Taste 
and smell 

Department of education coronavirus (Covid-19) helpline opening 
hours 

 
The department of education coronavirus (Covid-19) helpline 
remains available to answer questions about coronavirus (Covid-19) 
relating to education and children’s social care. Please listen 
carefully to the available options and select the most appropriate to 
your nursery, school or college’s current situation. 
 
Staff, parents and young people can contact this helpline by calling: 

Phone: 0800 046 8687 
Opening hours: Monday to Friday from 8am to 6pm 

Saturday and Sunday from 10am to 4pm 

 

 



  

Attendance Update: 
 

Due to the ongoing pandemic, attendance at school is 
causing huge anxiety for all involved and nationally 

school attendance has been affected.  
St George's has been congratulated by the local 

authority for the efforts from families, students and staff 
to ensure that as many students as possible are able to 

attend school during these very challenging 
circumstances. 

 
Following my regular attendance monitoring I wanted to 

share some good news: 
Class with the highest attendance for the last half term, 

and I believe it is a class record, goes to: 
11A - 98%. Well done guys that is fantastic.  

 
Closely followed by the following classes who were also 

above 90% which is a huge achievement so thank you all: 
8B, 10/11A, 11B, 6th Form 2, 6th Form 3.  

 
104 students achieved 100% attendance - well done if 

you have been here every day since September. 
 

All students who are eligible for home learning are 
engaging with this provision. 

 
6th Form attendance is much improved with 86.4%, this 

is higher than the rest of the school.  
 

Overall school attendance is 84.7% 
 

Thanks to all students and all staff in such tricky times. 
 

A reminder 
 
The final deadline for ordering  
any Christmas products from 
the Sixth form enterprise  
team is Monday 16th  
November. 

Attendance Award 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Class 11A have achieved the highest attendance 
for last half term (1st September 2020 - 16th 
October 2020) with an amazing 98%, which is 

believed to be a class record. Well done 11A on 
such excellent attendance. 

11A 

Highest attendance  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Changes to Parents Evening 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Due to the National lockdown in place currently, we have had to make some changes to the 
way in which we hold Parents Evenings for the autumn term. 
This time we will be offering appointments either via a telephone call or via a Zoom meeting 
throughout the afternoon and into the early evening, which we hope will be more convenient 
for you. 
During these appointments, you will be able to talk about aspirations for the future, discuss 
targets and look at work being done towards these.  
Individual class teachers will advise you of the dates and times available. Appointments will be 
offered on a first come, first served basis. 
 
Any questions, please ask. 
 
Marie Wells 

 

 

Nasal Flu Vaccination 
 

Any student (up until their 18th birthday) who 
missed the school nasal flu clinic but would like a 

vaccination can attend one of the following 
sessions- no appointment needed. 

 
Tues 17/11 at East Newport Children’s Centre 

15:30 – 17:30 
Wed 25/11 at West Newport Children’s Centre 

15:30 – 17:30 
Sat 05/12 at Sandown Children’s Centre 09:00 - 

15:30 
Wed 09/12 at Ryde Children’s Centre 15:30 – 

17:30 
Wed 16/12 at West Newport Children’s Centre 

09:00 – 17:30 
Wed 06/01 West Newport Children’s Centre 

15:30 – 17:30 

Reverse Advent calendar 
(Week 2) 

 
Week 16/11-20/11 – tinned custard/tinned 

fruit/tinned rice pudding 
Week 23/11-27/11 – Liquid soap/shower 

gel/deodorant 
Week 30/11-4/12 – laundry tablets/powder/toilet roll 

Week 7/12-11/12 – shampoo (men and women), 
toothpaste and toothbrush 

Week 14/12-18/12 – Christmas treats – chocolate, 
mince pies, biscuits etc. 

 
Food can be put into the labelled drop off points in 

reception 

 

 

Dear parents/carers 
Please could you make sure your young person’s clothing is  
named so that it can be returned to its owner should it be  
misplaced. As we have had several incidences with this recently.  
 
Thank you 



 
 
 
  

 
We have truly embraced the soup season this half 

term in our Food Tech lessons! 
The students in KS4 and 6th Form have been preparing 
delicious vegetable soup for two, while learning about 

the value of using nutritious seasonal vegetables. 
We’ve experimented with using different stocks 

(chicken and vegetable) and adding parsnips, to see 
how these effect the taste, and interchanging between 

pumpkin and butternut squash. 
Once again, I have been so impressed with the 
students and their enthusiasm to try different 

ingredients and then taste the soup, even if they think 
they aren’t going to like it (most of them do like it). 
This soup recipe, and more of the recipes we use in 

our Food Tech and Hospitality lessons, will be included 
in our recipe book that you can pre-order. 

If you have not received a copy of the recipe book 
order form, please don’t hesitate to contact me by 

email kamo@stgeorges.iow.sch.uk and I will send you 
a form. 

 
Have a good weekend. 

Kat Montagu 
Food Tech Instructor 

Vegetable Soup 

Vegetable Soup for two 
 

 

 
Method: 

1. Wash and chop the celery. 
2. Peel the garlic and leave it whole,               
everything gets blended at the end. 
3. Peel and chop the onions, carrots and 
pumpkin / butternut squash. 
4. Put a small amount of oil in the 
saucepan and turn the hob to a low heat (2). 
5. Once the oil is warm, put the garlic, 
celery, carrots, and onion into the saucepan 
and cook for 3 minutes, stirring so nothing 
sticks to the bottom. 
6. Make the stock. 
7. Next, add the pumpkin / butternut 
squash and stock. 
8. Simmer on a low heat for 10-15 
minutes. 
9. Add the sweet corn. 
10. Let the soup simmer on the stove for a 
further 10 minutes or until all the pumpkin / 
butternut squash is nice and soft. 
11. Turn the heat off and let the soup cool a 
little before blending. 
12. Put in a blender to mix together. 

 

 

 

 
 

 Blender 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

St George’s remembers Fallen 
Heroes. 

Armistice Day 11/11/2020 
 
Sunday 8th November was Remembrance Sunday.  
 
In 10/11A we watched people at the Cenotaph in London laying poppy wreaths to remember people that 
died in the first world war and other wars since.  
 
We found out that the First World War was a terrible time and millions of people died in very bad 
conditions in France. The poppy flower was the first flower to start growing on the battlefields and 
became the symbol of the war. It is still the symbol today. 
 
We found out that a two minutes silence is held across the country at the 11th hour on the 11th day of 
the 11th month each year ( 11:11:11) and is the exact time that peace was declared at the end of the First 
World War.  
 
We listened to the poem ’In Flanders Fields’ written by John McRae –a Canadian doctor who was on the 
battlefields in 1914. 
 
 Just before 11am the whole school was out on the field. We all stopped and were silent for two minutes 
at 11o’clock. 
 
Back in the classroom we heard a poem written by Charlie in Yr13 and then listened to the Last Post being 
played by a bugler from the Royal Marines. 
 
 In 10/11A we made clay poppies. They will be displayed in Dragon. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

Aerosol Free School 
For the health and safety of all in our community, the use of aerosol deodorants 
and body sprays are NOT PERMITTED on site. 
 
Side effects from spray deodorants and body sprays can lead to inhaling chemicals 
from the aerosols into the respiratory tract and can cause asthma, breathing 
difficulties and sore skin allergic reactions. 
Particles from aerosols are very small and are easily inhaled and when these are 
used in poorly ventilated areas can linger in the air and irritate the lungs causing 
inflammation and coughing. 
Roll on deodorants should be used as an alternative. 



 



 
 
 

 



 



 



 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


