
  ST GEORGE’S GAZETTE 
 

Friday 15th January 2021 
 

 

  

 
Dear Families, 
 
Apologies that I have been quiet recently but I have been unwell and away from work. Not 
Covid thank goodness. I am the only person I know who could catch another virus with 
symptoms like Covid but not Covid, so strange. 
 
This has been a very confusing time for us all since Christmas. The rates of transmission have 
risen massively on the Isle of Wight. Schools have been closed again apart from those who 
are most vulnerable/children of key workers etc. We are providing online learning or 
alternative ways for those who are not in school etc. I understand that all families were 
contacted by their class teacher last week, unless they had already phoned school themselves 
and left a message to say their child would not be attending. It is so helpful for us to know if 
you would like to send your child to school or if you prefer to keep them at home and support 
their learning. If anyone's circumstances change, please contact us at school to let us know 
your wishes. 
 
Together We Achieve. Please keep in touch regularly and we will do our very best to keep you 
supported and informed. 
 
 
Have a good weekend.  
  
Best wishes 
 
Sue Holman, Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Dates for Your Diary / Events Programme 

(New/amended items in red) 
 

Spring Term 2021 

Half Term  ................................................................  Mon 15th – Fri 19th Feb 

Easter Holiday  ........................................................  Mon 29th Mar – Fri 9th Apr 

 

Summer Term 2021 

May Day Holiday  .....................................................  Mon 3rd May 

Half Term  ................................................................  Mon 31st May – 4th Jun 

Summer Holiday Starts  ...........................................  Mon 26th July 



 
  

Dear Parents and Carers - Internet Access for Home Learning 
 

Just to let you know that if you are having difficulty with internet access for remote learning then 
there is a scheme available, which may help. 

 

This scheme temporarily increases data allowances for mobile phone users on certain networks. This 
is so that children and young people can access remote education if their face-to-face education is 

disrupted. 
 

We are able to request mobile data increases for children and young people who meet all three of these 
criteria: 

 

 do not have fixed broadband at home 

 cannot afford additional data for their devices 

 are experiencing disruption to their face-to-face education 
 
 

Children with access to a mobile phone on one of the following networks might be able to benefit: 
 

EE, O2, Sky Mobile, SMARTY, Tesco Mobile, Three, Virgin Mobile, Vodafone 
 

(Other providers may join the scheme at a later stage.) 
If you feel that you may benefit from this, please let your child’s class teacher know and we can 

apply for this on your behalf. You will need to provide us with the following information: 
 

 the name of the account holder 

 the number of the mobile device 

 the mobile network of that device (for example Three) 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 

We are using weekly Lateral Flow Tests in school now to test staff and students who are able to participate. 
They have worked well so far and have picked up people who are asymptomatic but have the virus. We are 
managing to keep bubbles open and so far have only had to shut one due to more than one person testing 
positive. Sadly, we have had a number of cases across the staff team and so have had a number of staff 
absent. I think this is a foregone conclusion now on the Isle of Wight. 
 

In relation to those young people who are studying from home, schools have been directed to carry out 
safeguarding checks each week. We need to check that students are ok, dressed, ready for learning and that 
they engage with their online learning. For some young people, this will be via video link so we can actually 
see the young person. For others it will be by talking to them on the phone and for others it may be a 
doorstep visit. I am sure some people will find this intrusive but safeguarding young people is our first 
responsibility. It is not that we don't trust our parents and families, it will hopefully be seen as our firm 
commitment to supporting you and your child.  
 

We are also advised that students should be encouraged to engage with remote learning as if they were 
coming to school i.e. up and ready for lessons online at the right time, engaging with scheduled activities 
online, if you are having problems with computer access to online learning and it is relevant for your child, 
please let us know. For some young people, online learning is not the best way of promoting their skills and 
the class teacher will send more practical activities for your child to complete in relation to life skills etc. The 
DFE have directed us that all settings should have systems for checking daily, whether students are engaging 
with their work, and work with families to rapidly identify effective solutions where engagement is a concern. 
Your child's class teacher will liaise with you regularly to ensure we get the best balance for all young people 
without undue stress for you and your child. 
 

Sue Holman, Headteacher 



  

School Dinners 
Next week we will be on Week 1 of the Spring Term Menu. 

connect4communities 
 
A one-stop-shop for local help and support 
 
Connect4communities is a new initiative developed by Hampshire County Council and Isle of 
Wight Council in collaboration with partners, with funding from the Department for Work and 
Pensions. 
 

The purpose of this programme is to support vulnerable families during the winter as the 
coronavirus pandemic continues and help ensure children and young people do not go 
hungry or without essential items. 
 

If you are struggling to pay for necessities like food and fuel because of the impact of COVID-
19, on this page you can find sources of local support available in your area. 
 

You will also find details below about local organisations, restaurants, food retailers and 
charitable organisations who may be able to offer support, including those who can offer 
financial management or debt advice. 
 

This information will be updated regularly as we learn of new services and offers so it is worth 
returning here to see what is new. 
 

For more information on connect4communities, please visit 
islehelp.me/connect4communities 

 

Nasal Flu Vaccination  
 

Any student (up until their 18th birthday) who 
would like a vaccination can attend one of the 

following sessions- no appointment needed 
 

15th Jan. East Newport Family Centre (PO30 2AX) 10:00 – 
14:00 

 

18th Jan. Ryde Family Centre (PO33 2 JF) 10:00 – 14:00 
 

20th Jan. West Wight Family Centre (PO40 9XH) 12:00 – 16:00 
 

22nd Jan. East Newport Family Centre (PO30 2AX) 10:00 – 
14:00 

 

25th Jan. Cowes Family Centre (PO31 7ET) 10:00 – 14:00 
 

26th Jan. East Newport Family Centre 10:00 – 14:00 

 

Changes to the school dinner menu 
 

Please be aware of the following 
changes: 

 
 

 

• Monday Week 1 is now Jacket 
potato 
• The vegetarian option on a 
Tuesday week 2 is now vegetarian 
sausage roll with wedges  
• Wednesday week 1 is now 
Roast Chicken, Roast Potatoes, 
Carrot, Cauliflower and Gravy 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Message from Island Roads 
 

Upcoming kerbing repairs due to take place along Watergate Road, Newport between 
Whitepit Lane and Chatfield Lodge. These works are currently scheduled to take place from 
Monday 25th January 2021 under a 24-hour road closure for approximately three weeks. In 
order to maintain access to the school during weekdays, we will be allowing buses, school 
taxis, parents etc. access via the north entrance to Watergate Road between 08:00 – 09:15 
and 14:30 – 15:30. Outside of these times, this access will not be possible. The road closure at 
all times will be between Whitepit Lane and Chatfield Lodge. Parking restrictions will also be 
necessary and any areas with restrictions will be indicated by no waiting cones.  
 
For safety reasons it will also be necessary to revert the two-way system into one-way along 
Nunnery Lane between Marvel Lane and Whitcombe Road, and Marvel Lane between Sandy 
Lane and Watergate Road. Therefore, traffic will flow in a south-east to north-west direction 
whilst the closure is in place. Additionally, three-way traffic lights will be erected along Shide 
roundabout during these works. 

 
We would ask that those requiring access to the school keep an eye on the yellow advanced 
warning boards that will be placed either end of the road and updated should there be any 
date or duration changes. 

 



 
January 2021 

Dear Resident / Occupier, 
 

KERBING REPAIRS – WATERGATE ROAD, NEWPORT 
 

We are writing to inform you of upcoming kerbing repairs that are due to take place in Watergate Road, Newport 
between Whitepit Lane and Chatfield Lodge from Monday 25th January 2021 for approximately 3 weeks. 
 

Summary of Works 

Type of Work:  Kerbing repairs 

Location of works:  Watergate Road, Newport between Whitepit Lane and Chatfield Lodge 

Timing of works:  Monday 25th January 2021 – Friday 12th February 2021 (3 weeks) 

 Monday to Friday, with some Saturday working if required 

Time of works:  07:30 – 16:00 

Safety measures 

during works: 

 Road closure at all times along Watergate Road between Whitepit Lane and Chatfield 
Lodge. Vehicle access for this section of the road will be prohibited at all times. 

 Parking restrictions will be necessary. Any areas with restrictions will be indicated by 
no waiting cones. 

 For safety reasons it will also be necessary to revert the two-way system into one-way 
along Nunnery Lane between Marvel Lane and Whitcombe Road, and Marvel Lane 
between Sandy Lane and Watergate Road. Therefore, traffic will flow in a south-east 
to north-west direction whilst the closure is in place. 

 Resident access will be maintained via Marvel Lane and Nunnery Lane. 

 Three-way traffic lights will be erected along Shide roundabout during these works. 

 Emergency access will be maintained. 

 Please note that we will be allowing access for the school children attending St Georges 
School in the morning and afternoon (Mon to Fri) between 08:00 – 09:15 and 14:30 – 
15:30.  This is to maintain routine for the children and does not extend to residents as 
this could impact the duration of the works. 

 

Island Roads will continue to follow several new operating procedures in order to comply with the Government’s latest 
guidance on social distancing as these essential works are undertaken. Therefore, we request you respect the safety 
of all Island Roads workforce by keeping a safe distance from both operatives and sites. Should you have any questions, 
the Island Roads Help Desk is contactable on 01983 822440 or info@islandroads.com. 
 

For more information you can: 
 

Call: Island Roads Help desk by telephoning: 01983 822440 
Email: Island Roads on info@islandroads.com 
Talk: To our teams on site.  We are committed to improving the Island’s highways and the site team will be clearly 

identifiable during the works and happy to answer any questions you may have, keeping a safe distance. 
 

We would like to thank you in advance for your assistance in enabling us to complete these works. 
 

Yours faithfully, 
Island Road 

 

mailto:info@islandroads.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


