
ST GEORGE’S GAZETTE 
 

Friday 18th December 2020 
 

 

 

  

 

Dear Families, 
 

I hope you enjoyed our Christmas Service this week. We know that so many of you were able to watch along 
with us over the 2 performances. It just shows a glimpse of what our young people have been learning about 
over the last term and how they identify with the need to help each other and stay strong. I personally cannot 
wait until we can welcome you back into school to celebrate the achievements of our students. I sincerely hope 
that 2021 will bring us lots of opportunities to return to something like normal.  
 

I also wanted to celebrate the innovative gifts the students have made through their enterprise work for the 
virtual Christmas Fayre. My family are receiving a wide range of produce from school this year so I can show off 
how skilled and talented our guys are. I hope you enjoy the same moments of pride.  
 

At the time of writing this article we have managed a term without any cases of Covid 19 in school. I am sure 
that is due to the joint working of our families and school staff all working as hard as possible to safeguard our 
children. I have no doubt that should we have a case, our systems and procedures would manage the situation 
well to safeguard all. Your children's safety has been our main priority this term alongside their learning and 
well-being. The students themselves have been astoundingly resilient bearing in mind the circumstances. They 
are a credit to you. 
 

Finally, I hope you have as good a Christmas as you possibly can and that we move into 2021 with hope of a 
better tomorrow. 
  

Best wishes 
Sue Holman, Headteacher 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Dates for Your Diary / Events Programme 

(New/amended items in red) 
Autumn Term 2020 

Christmas Holiday …………………………………….  Mon 21st Dec – Fri 1st Jan 2021 
 

Spring Term 2021 

Staff Development Day (School closed to students) .  Mon 4th Jan 2021 

Term starts  ..............................................................  Tues 5th Jan 2021 

Half Term  ................................................................  Mon 15th – Fri 19th Feb 

Easter Holiday .........................................................  Mon 29th Mar – Fri 9th Apr 
 

Summer Term 2021 

May Day Holiday  .....................................................  Mon 3rd May 

Half Term  ................................................................  Mon 31st May – 4th Jun 

Summer Holiday Starts  ...........................................  Mon 26th July 

 



 
  

 

  

Getting tested for Coronavirus (covid-19) 
 

Anyone who displays symptoms of coronavirus 
can and should get a test. Tests can be booked 
online through the NHS testing and tracing for 
coronavirus (Covid-19) website, or ordered by 
telephone via NHS 119 for those without access to 
the internet. 

Self-isolation 
The self-isolation period has reduced from 14 
days to 10 days. This change applies to those who 
are currently self-isolating including those who 
commenced self-isolation before today. 

Thank You 
 

A massive thank you to everyone who donated, all 
donations have been distributed to the Isle of 
Wight foodbank. 

 

 
Department of education coronavirus 

(Covid-19) helpline opening hours 
 
Staff, parents and young people can contact this 

helpline by calling 
 

Phone: 0800 046 8687 
Opening hours: Monday to Friday from 8am to 

6pm 
Saturday and Sunday from 10am to 4pm 

 
Holiday hours: 

24 December – 8am to 4pm 
25 to 28 December – Closed 

29 to 30 December – 8am to 6pm 
31 December – 9am to 4pm 

1 January – Closed 
2 to 3 January – 10am to 6pm 

 Nasal Flu Vaccination 
Reminder 

 
Any student (up until 
their 18th birthday) 

who missed the school 
nasal flu clinic but 

would like a vaccination 
can attend the 

following session- no 
appointment needed. 

 
Wed 06/01 West 

Newport Children’s 
Centre 15:30 – 17:30 

A Reminder 
 

Those who are 
interested in 

participating in Santa’s 
sleigh design 

competition need to 
submit their design to 
www.facebook.com/i
wroundtable by 19.30 
on the 18th December 

 

Merry Christmas 
                And a happy new year  
               From Poppy and Fudge 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   
Dear families   
 

I would like to remind you that I will be on duty over the 
holiday should any students or staff show symptoms of Covid 
19 within 48 hours of finishing school and then go on to test 
positive. If you meet this criteria, please can you email me on 
positivecase@stgeorges.iow.sch.uk I will be picking up 
emails until Christmas day i.e. 6 days after the end of term as 
per DFE guidance to let Public Health know of any positive 
cases and to inform others who have been in contact with  
them to self-isolate. I hope that we will all stay safe 
and well. 
 

Sue Holman, Headteacher 

4th January  
 
School will be open to staff only on the 
4th January for safeguarding training. 
This is our last training day of the school 
year. Should any families be self-isolating 
and their child is not able to return to 
school on the 5th January, please let us 
know on the 4th. 

 

Coronavirus testing for schools and colleges from January 
 
From January, and starting with secondary schools, including all 
special schools and alternative provision, the education workforce 
will be eligible for weekly on the spot tests. This will help identify 
asymptomatic cases – which make up a third of all cases – limiting 
the spread of the virus. This will be backed up by daily testing for 
staff who have been in close contact with a positive case therefore 
eliminating the need for self-isolation; allowing them to continue 
to come into school or college. 
 
Students and pupils will be eligible for daily testing if they have 
been in close contact with a positive case. 
 
You can read the press notice and a detailed Q&A for parents, but 
here is a summary of the key details of the announcement: 
 
Teachers and pupils will have access to rapid testing from January. 
Staff who are in close contact with cases will be eligible for daily 
testing, eliminating the need for immediate self-isolation. Only if a 
daily test returns a positive result will the staff member need to 
isolate. 
Testing will roll out as rapidly as possible from January, starting 
with staff and moving quickly on to serial testing of students. 
It is the decision of the individual school or college when they 
would like to begin accessing this new dedicated testing capacity. 
Detailed operational guidance and training materials are available 
to secondary schools and colleges so they are able to use the new 
testing capacity from the first week of the spring term. 

 

 

This week we gathered together through 
Zoom to share our annual Christmas 
Service. We are so pleased that many 
families were able to join us.  We were 
delighted to be able to feel the strength 
and warmth of our school community in 
this way.   
 

We celebrated the wonderful work of 
our students, who have been reflecting 
on some of the ways that we have all 
supported each other through the 
pandemic. ‘Together We Achieve’ has 
felt particularly important during this 
past year and was demonstrated so 
inspiringly by each of the classes 
throughout the service.  
 

Merry Christmas! 

 

 

St George’s School 
raised a total of 
£62.70 for Save the 
Children. 



  
Hello  
 
My name is Jamie Hindson, I currently work in 6thForm 3 Keri/Juliet’s class and I have worked at St George’s school for 
over 10 years. Next year on February 7th 2021 I am going to be doing a solo half marathon to raise money for St. George’s 
school and the Isle of Wight Mental Health Team. The money is to help those with mental health that have been affected 
due to the current pandemic we are going through. Training has started and I have raised over £200 so far. Times and 
routes are still in planning but will be announced very soon. If you would like to support me in this challenge by helping 
raise funds or by sharing my Just Giving link page, it would be much appreciated: 
 
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/jamie-hindson 
 
Or 
 
Cash donations are welcome and can be put in an envelope and sent to Jo in the  
office to be quarantined first. 
 
Please include the following details for donations sent to the office: 
Jamie’s solo run 
Child name:  
Class:  
 
Thank you for the support. 

 

 

 

In their science lessons, 10/11a have been studying 
trees. These are examples of leaf art created by the 
class. 

 



 
                                    

Christmas at Osborne 2020 
 

                                                 There is plenty to see at Osborne this festive season. There is a Christmas  
                 Wreath Hunt and a Christmas Quest to add interest to your family walk around the beautiful 

Estate. 
 

Tasty food and drink is available to take away down at our beautiful Beach Café. 
 

The House is dressed in its Christmas finery and there are some wonderful exhibits by local schools who took 
part in our Creative Christmas Challenge this year. 

 

Tickets must be pre-booked online. Entry is free to English Heritage members. 
More details can be found at: 

 

https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/osborne/prices-and-opening-times/ 
 

Carisbrooke Castle is also open at weekends over the school holidays: 
 

https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/carisbrooke-castle/prices-and-opening-times/ 
 

We look forward to welcoming you and wish you all a  
very Happy Christmas. 

THE MAGIC OF POLAR CONTINUES THIS CHRISTMAS! 
 

The festive POLAR story continues this December with selected evenings of magical Christmas delight (12th, 
13th, 19th, 20th, 21st, 22nd & 23rd). 

 
 

Christmas events 

 

From beautifully illuminated ancient woodland and immersive 
walk-throughs to live music, a local market and delicious food, 
the event promises to provide festive cheer this year. Plus, for 
the first time, the star of the show, Pippa the polar bear, will 
be joined by a few very special guests from sister park, 
Blackgang Chine. 
 
This year’s event will also see the return of the popular 
Decoration Workshops and Robin Hill’s beloved outdoor rides 
will remain open throughout the evening after undergoing 
their winter makeover. 

  

  

 

https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/osborne/prices-and-opening-times/
https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/carisbrooke-castle/prices-and-opening-times/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 


