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Friday 26th February 2021 
 

 

  

 

Dear Families, 
 

You will no doubt have been watching the news reports on schools reopening 
from March the 8th. I have a series of questions and information for you as a 
result. If you have received a shielding letter for your child, please can you share 
a copy with school so we know not to expect them in school until the advice lifts. 
We have a number of staff who have been added to the shielding list and so 
need to be aware who is coming in so we can make sure we are safely staffed. 
 
We are required to test students 3 times within the first 2 weeks of them returning 
using Lateral Flow Tests. We will need your consent for this to happen so please 
reply to the consent letter which will be available on the school’s website 
hopefully by the end of today. Those students who are already in school do not 
need to worry as we will already have your decision.  After this initial 2 week 
period, I understand that you will be given Lateral Flow Tests to carry out at 
home. As soon as I get more information, I will of course share it with you. 
 
Remember we are here if you have any concerns or need any clarification. 
Together We Achieve. 
 

Have a good weekend.  
 

Best wishes 
 

Sue Holman, Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Dates for Your Diary / Events Programme 

(New/amended items in red) 
 

Spring Term 2021 

Easter Holiday  ...................................................  Mon 29th Mar – Fri 9th Apr 
 

Summer Term 2021 

May Day Holiday  ...............................................  Mon 3rd May 

Half Term  ..........................................................  Mon 31st May – 4th Jun 

Summer Holiday Starts  .....................................  Mon 26th July 



 
  

Dear Parents/Carers 
 

The good news is that we will be taking the whole remaining school population back on the 8th March:  
We have looked at all the logistics and there is nothing to be gained by phasing classes back as was suggested 
by the Government over a week's period.   
The majority of our students arrive on school transport having already sat together for the duration of the 
journey.  
As you know, we are very pressed for space in school and we do not have any spare indoor areas where we can 
keep students separate until the outcome of their test so they would have to go straight to their classroom.  
After the test has been carried out, we have to wait for 20-30 minutes to check the result.  
If a child tests positive after this period of waiting, then all those who have been sat in a room with them will be 
deemed to have had 'a contact' and would have to be asked to social isolate for the prescribed period of time. 
 I wanted you to be aware of this challenge. In mainstream student's arrival times can be staggered but due to 
our transport system, this is not possible for us so we have had to take the hard decision to get everyone back 
in one go. 
 

Sue Holman, Headteacher 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 

We are directed by the government to 
offer testing for students as described. I 
have spoken to some parents this week 
who are strongly against testing and 
some parents who are frightened that 
some students will not be tested in 
their child's class. We can only offer the 
test and abide by the family's wishes. 
We are going to put the consent letter 
on the school website and I would urge 
you to send your response back as soon 
as possible so that we know either way 
and can get ourselves organised for the 
8th of March.   
 
Sue Holman 
Head Teacher  

Dear Parents/Carers 
 

Please can you try to ensure that students do not arrive 
on the school site before 08:50am at the earliest as the 

doors do not open until 08:55. 

 

The main symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are: 
 
A high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need to measure your 
temperature) 
 

A new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24 hours 
(if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 
 

A loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell or taste anything, or things 
smell or taste different to normal 
 

If you have any of these symptoms, get a test to check if you have coronavirus and stay at home until you get your result. 



 
  

School Dinners 
Next week we will be on Week 2 of the Spring Term Menu. 

(Please see updated menu below) 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 

The St George's Moving On section of the 
website is now live and can be found here: 
 

School website, information, careers, moving 
on information 
 

https://stgeorges-
school.co.uk/information/careers/moving-on-
information/   
 

We have information booklets about the 
following range of providers to download or 
view, and links to their websites.  
 

Isle of Wight College - Pathways 
Isle of Wight College - Foundation Learning 
Care in the Garden 
Haylands Farm 
Way Forward 
Active Living 
Blue Sky Arts 
HTP 
 

Please look out for the Q&A videos for each 
provider, answering questions posed by you 
and your young people.  
 

*More videos will be uploaded as we receive 
them* 
 

There are also short introductions from  
Sue Holman (Head Teacher) 
Marion Hartley (St George's - Work Experience 
Coordinator) 
Ian Riley (Island Futures - Independent Careers 
Advisor who supports St George's Students) 
 

Please take a look and keep watching out for 
more information as we receive it.  
 

If anyone has any other questions or queries 
once they have looked through the 
information and watched the videos, please 
get in touch and we can try to steer you in the 
right direction. 
 

Keri Peckham  

Transport 
 

All school transport arrangements will be back in 
place for those students returning for Monday 8th 

March. 

Department of education coronavirus (Covid-19) 
helpline opening hours 
 
Staff, parents and young people can contact this helpline 
by calling: 
Phone: 0800 046 8687 
Opening hours: Monday to Friday from 8am to 6pm 
Saturday and Sunday from 10am to 4pm 



  

 

 

Updated Spring Menu 



 
  

World of Work 
 

Spotlight on Careers 
 
 

We will be regularly bringing you details of different careers through the Success at School website. 
Each link will take you directly to an area of interest such as hospitality, construction and animal welfare. 
 

Do you have an interest in working with animals? 
 

 
 

Many people find working with animals a very rewarding 
career. There are many different opportunities within this 
industry which include working in a cattery or dog 
boarding kennel and also working in a pet shop or zoo! 
Below is a link to information on how to gain entry into 
this industry and other job opportunities which are on 
offer. 
 
https://successatschool.org/careerzonesummary/45/Anim
al-Welfare 

World of Work 
Labour Market Information 

Labour market information tells you: 
 

 Which jobs are likely to be easiest or hardest to find in your area 
 Which are the big employers in different areas and which ones have jobs on offer 
 What skills employers are looking for and which are in short supply 
 How much you can expect to be paid in specific jobs 
 What working conditions are like 
 What qualifications will be most helpful if you want a certain career 
 What the jobs of the future might look like and which jobs might disappear 

 
 All of these things can help you make a more informed decision about what career path to take. 
 
For further information on Local Labour Information and jobs on the Isle of Wight and the South and some 
interesting facts about jobs in the area, click the links below: 
 
https://www.solentgrowthhub.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Life-in-the-Solent-LMI-Slides.pdf 
 
https://www.solentgrowthhub.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Solent-LEP-Construction-LMI.pdf 
 
https://www.solentgrowthhub.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Health-and-Social-Care-A4-leaflet.pdf 
 

https://www.solentgrowthhub.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Life-in-the-Solent-LMI-Slides.pdf
https://www.solentgrowthhub.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Solent-LEP-Construction-LMI.pdf
https://www.solentgrowthhub.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Health-and-Social-Care-A4-leaflet.pdf


 
  

National Education Union 
Isle of Wight 
 
Easter Card Competition 
Design an Easter Card and use your imagination to win! 
 

Task: 
Design an Easter card, answer the question: 
“What am I most looking forward to doing after Covid-19?” 
 

Designs should be 
- A4 or A5 size and flat. 
 

Designs could be 
- coloured, painted or designed using a computer. 
- imaginative or use a foreign language. 
 
Deadline: 
The final entries should be given to a staff member, who will ensure Peter 
Shreeve, NEU receives them before midnight on Friday, 12th March 2021. 
 
A winner and two runners-up will be picked from each of the 3 categories. 
 

Primary       Secondary       Special 
 

(If your school has links with schools abroad, encourage them to enter too!) 
 

Entries will be judged by representatives of the NEU. Winners will have their entry 
printed, so they can send them to friends and family. They will also receive an 
Easter egg and a gift voucher. 
 

Winning cards will be used by the local district of the National Education Union as 
their official Easter card. Winning entries will be shared with the local media and 
elsewhere. 
 

Entries cannot be returned. 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

National Education Union 
Isle of Wight   
 
Easter Card Competition:   “What am I most looking forward to doing after Covid-19?” 
 

The virus has put our lives on hold for such a long time.  
 

It is now time to express our hopes and aspirations – however big or small. 
 

Hence the theme “What are we most looking forward to after Covid-19 concerns have been lifted?” 
 

We hope, as many students as possible will contribute and excite us with their imagination. 
 
Competition Contact details: peter.shreeve@neu.org.uk  
 
Address for postage: Peter Shreeve, Bryn Coed, 6 Priory farm Lane, Carisbrooke, Newport, Isle of Wight. PO30 
5JT 
 
Each design should include: 
- first and last name of student 
- name of school 
 
Winners: 1 winner and 2 runners up from each of the three main categories. Each will receive an Easter egg 
and a gift voucher. They will also receive a set of printed cards with their winning design to send to their 
friends and relations ready for Easter. 
 
Winners cards will be used by the local NEU as an Easter greeting card and be sent to the General Secretaries 
and President of the Union. 
 
It is hoped to publicise the winners in the local media and possibly elsewhere. 
 
Deadline:  to arrive before midnight on Friday, 12th March 
 
It is hoped to send prizes/notification to winning schools in the week beginning 22nd March ready for the end 
of term on Friday 26th March 
 
Foreign entries only: These could be posted or scanned and emailed to IWNEUcompetition@gmail.com.  
We hope that  
• this fun competition will motivate students and  
• you will encourage as many as possible to participate. 

 

mailto:peter.shreeve@neu.org.uk


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


