ST GEORGE’S GAZETTE
Friday 5th November 2021

Dear Families,
I really hope you had a good half term break and that your relatives are safe and well.
Work didn't stop in school, in fact we were very busy with site work and development at
The View.


The school has now been changed from water tanks to mains water supply. This
has improved water pressure significantly.

Dates for Your Diary /
Events Programme
(New/amended items in
red)

Autumn Term 2021
Sporting Bears Visit ……………



We had some 'sleepers' delivered to school and will be constructing more
raised beds to enhance accessible gardening.



Aircon was put into the Sunflower mobiles to improve heating and cooling.



New flooring was fitted in Sunflower One to improve hygiene and cleaning.

Christmas Holiday ……………..
Wed 22nd Dec - Mon 3rd
Jan



We have had a new hygiene room installed in Sensory class to improve access
and reduce time lost travelling to other areas of the school.

Spring Term 2022

Sat 11th Dec

Work at The View is on-going and now focusing on getting the main building ready. The
3 classes who are in the mobile classrooms have settled in well and students are
reporting they really enjoy the separate provision. I carried out a site visit yesterday and
it is a hive of activity. The unfortunate headline though is that we are going to be
delayed in getting the handover until the beginning of February. The reason for this is
not down to the companies who are doing the work but the ability to get the building
materials. You will have seen on the news that many industries have been affected by
the pandemic and all sorts of material production services have been significantly
impacted. In our case it is the new roof we are waiting for, which in turn affects work
inside the building as we cannot risk it getting damp and wet under a temporary roof. I
will keep you informed as I meet every two weeks with the Local Authority and the
builders etc.

Half Term ….…….………………

Finally I just wanted to say a big thank you to Richard Martin who is our Health and
Safety Officer. In his own time, Richard made and donated a new basketball board and
net for 6th Formers up at The View. Students are very grateful and enjoying it already.

Half Term .….….….….………….

Have a good weekend.

Summer Holiday .….…..…….

Best wishes,

Mon 25th Jul - Mon 29th
Aug

Sue Holman, Headteacher

Dates for your diary:
Thursday 18th November - Cardwell and Simon, School
Photographer in school
Wednesday 15th December - Christmas Dinner

Mon 21st Feb - Fri 25th Feb
Easter Holiday .….………………
Mon 11th Apr - Fri 22nd Apr

Summer Term 2022
May Bank Holiday .….….….…
Mon 2nd May

Mon 30th May - Fri 3rd Jun

Reverse Advent Calendar

Once again we are planning on supporting the IOW Foodbank and we would
like to invite you all to get involved in this worthy project.

Attendance Award

Each week we will be requesting a food item that the students will place in a
central location. (The food bins will be in the school entrance hall)

8/11-12/11 – tinned vegetables/gravy granules/soup/stuffing
15/11-19/11 – tinned custard/tinned fruit/tinned rice pudding/Angel
Delight/sponge puddings

8B

22/11-26/11 – Liquid soap/shower gel/deodorant/toiletries
29/11-3/12 – Christmas treats – chocolate, mince pies, biscuits etc

Many thanks 7B

Highest attendance

Class 8B have achieved the
highest attendance for last
half term (3rd September
2021 - 15th October 2021)
with an amazing 93%. Well
done 8B on such excellent
attendance.

Friday 19th November
Mufti Day – for donations of £1
(Reminder that pyjamas and hoodies are not allowed)

Telephone: 01983 524634
www.stgeorges-school.co.uk

ASDA Visit
Sixth Form 1
Sixth Form 1 from St George’s, visited Asda as part of their Maths and
budgeting work for their Quality Mark. Once again they were met by
Clare Jones the community champion for Asda, Newport. Knowing we
were working on essential and non-essential items and estimating costs,
she presented us with a selection of goods, both costing £5.
Joe Ryan chose to eat the carrots on the way back to school, whilst Mary
was delighted with the Halloween non-essential treats. We would like to
thank Asda for their continued support in supporting our students in
their community learning.

Platform One College of Music - Post 16 - Open
Evenings
Tuesday 16 November and Tuesday 14 December
6.00pm to 8.00pm
To book a place(s) please email: david@platformone.org

ST GEORGE’S Art
Department
What a busy time this has been. I have hardly been able to move with the
creativity expressed by the motivated students with whom I
encounter. During last half term, we investigated stencils both natural and
manmade, we considered who we are, with some self-portraits, we reviewed
fantasy of wizard’s spells, pondered our historical past and wrestled with
what art really is and means to the individual. Keep up the good work and we
hope you have had a great half term from the Art Department.

Don’t guess take a test
Up to one in three people who
have COVID-19 can spread the
virus without knowing. This is
because they have no symptoms.
It is vital to keep taking regular
rapid response LFT tests. This will
help find positive cases quickly
and help stop the virus spreading
on the Island.
Free tests are available to collect
from participating pharmacies
across the Island or can
be ordered online. Remember
to record the result whether it's
positive or negative.
From 1 October you need
a Collect Code to pick up test kits.
You can still order test kits online
without a collect code.
If you get a positive result or start
to develop
symptoms, isolate and book a
PCR test.
https://keeptheislandsafe.org/tes
ting/

Rebound sessions out of school
We are currently looking into the feasibility of providing rebound therapy
sessions for students after school on selected nights possibly from 3-3.30pm
and 3.30-4pm.
Rebound therapy uses a large trampoline in order to provide enhanced
movement patterns, therapeutic positioning, exercise and recreation for a
wide range of users with additional needs. Sessions would be booked by
parents/carers who would also need to be present to support their young
person through the session. Activities would be led by qualified instructors.
Sessions will not be suitable for all students as there are strict medical
guidelines, however we would welcome expressions of interest from anyone
who feels their young person may benefit from attending a session and if we
are in a position to offer sessions we will then send out medical
questionnaires.
More information can be found here: https://reboundtherapy.org/ or please
feel free to contact the PE department for more information.

Many thanks for your support in keeping everyone safe
The PE Department

PE Kit reminder
Just a polite reminder that we are now back to normal with the changing for PE
lessons. Please can all students bring an appropriate change of clothing
(joggers/sports leggings or shorts, t-shirt, optional PE top or change of jumper, and
trainers) for all PE lessons.
We are trying to encourage students to develop awareness of hygiene so changing
fully is an important part of their lesson, this is also a brilliant life skill which we are
happy to provide time for as we are aware that some students struggle to change
independently. It is also important for health and safety that students wear
appropriate kit for activities during PE lessons, remove all jewellery and tie up long
hair, please can you ensure your young person has a hair band if their hair is
long, and can remove their own jewellery, we do advise leaving jewellery at home
especially on PE days as we are not in a position to look after your young persons
items if removed.

Many thanks for your support in keeping everyone safe
The PE Department

Morning
Coordination
Development
Sessions
We have started to deliver
sessions before school for
students to develop
coordination and motor
control in the top gym.
We start at 8.30 and
students can come into
school from that time to
take part in a range of
activities to increase
awareness control and
movement.

Key stage 3 (yr 7 8 9)
Tuesday 8.30am
Key stage 5 (yr 12, 13,14)
Wednesday 8.30am
Key stage 4 (yr 10,11)
Thursday 8.30 am

Class News
9A’s Swimming Trip
9A’s highlight of the week was to start swimming lessons. We went
swimming at Medina Leisure Centre.
Before we went, we were feeling mixed emotions. Some of us were
petrified, some worried and some of us were excited. We excitedly
hopped onto the minibus where we got to listen to Capital FM on
the way.
“As we pulled up at the Leisure Centre my stomach dropped.”
(Bailey)

Thank you
Island Roads!

The changing rooms got a bit noisy with all the excitement! We all
got into the pool in the end.
“At the start I was really nervous but then I discovered I could
actually swim!” (Bailey)
“I was so nervous but after I got in the pool for a couple of minutes
it wasn’t so bad at all.” (Sarah, who even went under water!)
“We did different strokes. My favourite stroke was front stroke.”
(Robbie)
“I slipped over and hurt my arm but I still enjoyed it.” (Tyrone)
We are all looking forward to going again next week.

Thank you to Island
Roads for our
wonderful new
playground recycling
bins. They have been
installed over the half
term and are ready
for use during break
and lunchtimes.
Keep up the good
recycling everyone!

We have a supply of
standard poppies for
sale from the school
office ahead
of Remembrance
Sunday, which is on
the 14th November

The Secretary of State for Education
parent letter

Dear parents, carers and guardians,
It remains my top priority as Education Secretary to protect education and make
sure children are spending as much time as possible in the classroom.
Last month, the UK Chief Medical Officers recommended that the government
extends the offer of a single dose of the COVID-19 vaccine to all 12-to-15-yearolds. This has been approved as safe and effective for this age group by the UK
medicines regulator, the MHRA.
It is estimated that this country’s world leading vaccination programme has saved
more than 120,000 lives. Vaccinations are building a wall of defence across the
country and it is important that as many young people as possible take up the
offer so we can continue to keep these defences strong.
Young people aged 12 to 15 can now book an appointment using the NHS book a
vaccination service. Where possible, appointments should be booked outside of
school hours to avoid missing school.
Getting the vaccine is one of the best things young people can do to protect
themselves and those around them – and I want to encourage you to consider the
new option for them to have their jab at a vaccination centre locally, as well as the
option to have it in school.
Having the vaccine makes us all less likely to catch the virus and less likely to pass
it on and so will be important in ensuring children can do the things they love like
seeing their grandparents during the Christmas holiday. Young people who get
COVID-19 will miss school, and may spread it to others. That is why we are
encouraging you all to support your children to get vaccinated.
The school-based COVID-19 vaccination programme has already vaccinated nearly
half a million young people and visited thousands of schools. If your child is 12 or
older on the day the vaccinations are taking place in school, they will be able to
access a vaccine.
Further information about vaccinations for 12-15-year-olds can be found at the
NHS website here.
It is also particularly important that young people take a COVID-19 test and report
the result before returning to school after the half-term break, helping make sure
we keep the virus out of education.
Together, we’ll beat this virus and protect the education of our children.

Reminder
If you change your
contact details please
could you update the
school.

Governor’s Piece
Hello
As you will be aware, schools have a governing body and it is our job to
ensure that the school is run effectively with a view to promote high
standards of achievement for all. In all types of schools, governing bodies
should have a strong focus on three core strategic functions:
1. Ensuring clarity of vision, ethos and strategic direction;
2. Holding the headteacher to account for the educational
performance of the school and its pupils, and the performance
management of staff
3. Overseeing the financial performance of the school and making
sure its money is well spent.
In the past we have played a very active role in and around St Georges, but
due to the pandemic we have been unable to come into school and see all
the wonderful work from the students!
We have decided that it may be beneficial for parents/carers and students
to hear about what we get up to in school on a monthly basis via our
newsletter.
We are really excited to be coming back into school and seeing the staff
and students in person. We look forward to reporting to you next month,
but in the mean time you can find out more about us via the website
https://stgeorges-school.co.uk/governors/governors-pen-portraits/

Poppy Display- Quay Arts
The poppy display has now been erected at Quay Arts.
The display will stay in situ for three weeks until 21st November, so you have
plenty of time to visit.
The Opening Ceremony, Saturday 6th November 2021 at 3pm. Quay
Arts Newport.
Various local speakers that you may recognise will be there. A short service by
Rev’d Tony Richards will be held, ending in a blessing. If you can make it, see
you there. Covid precautions may have to be applied.

Vaccine Clinics
9th November – Covid
Vaccine (for students aged
12-15)
11th November – Flu
Vaccine Catch up session
(for students in years 7-11)
If you would like your
young person to
receive either vaccine and
you have not completed a
consent form, please
contact the office.
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