
 

Dates for Your Diary / 

Events Programme 

(New/amended items in 

red) 

Autumn Term 2021 

Christmas Holiday …………….. 

Wed 22nd  Dec - Mon 3rd Jan 

 

Spring Term 2022 

Half Term ….…….……………… 

Mon 21st Feb - Fri 25th Feb 

Easter Holiday .….……………… 

Mon 11th Apr - Fri 22nd Apr 

 

Summer Term 2022 

May Bank Holiday .….….….… 

Mon 2nd May  

Half Term .….….….….…………. 

Mon 30th May - Fri 3rd Jun 

Summer  Holiday .….…..……. 

Mon 25th Jul - Mon 29th Aug 

 ST GEORGE’S GAZETTE 
Friday 17th December 2021 

School Dinners 

Next week we will be on Week 2 of the Autumn Term Menu. 

 

Dear Families, 

We are almost at the end of the year and what a 

year it has been. 

Despite all the challenges, students and staff have 

worked hard to make sure things are as normal as 

they can be and that progress can be made in all 

aspects of life. Everyone deserves a restful, happy 

and healthy Christmas break and I hope each and 

every one of you has the best Christmas possible. 

 Take care and we will see students in the new year 

on Tuesday 4th of January when we will begin our 

testing program in school for those young people 

who have consent. 

 

Best wishes, 

Mrs Sue Holman - Headteacher 

 



  

Telephone: 01983 524634 

www.stgeorges-school.co.uk 
 

 Where have those elves 

gone now?  

Governor’s Piece 

Hello!  

We as governors have been busy this half term, carrying out visits and 

completing training. 

It has been wonderful being able to get back into classrooms. Vicki 

enjoyed a visit to Sunflower 2 class, where she saw a lovely sensory story 

about autumn. Liz has carried out visits within Key Stage 4, where they 

were learning all about Recycling and Hilary has been busy getting to 

know Sensory Class. April also enjoyed a visit to Key Stage 3 classes and 

was able to have a look at some of the students work in the books 

alongside Vics, the Key Stage Lead.  

We recently carried out training with some of SLT within school, which has 

enabled us to keep up to date with how things are running in school, and 

how we can be the most effective Governors for the young people and 

other stakeholders within school.  

Hilary and Vicki have also attended training on the RSHE curriculum this 

half term, and are looking forward to being able to implement the things 

they have learnt alongside staff.  

At our latest meeting, we received a very informative and comprehensive 

report from the student council. It was interesting for us to hear about all 

the work that they do, and the thoroughness with which they look at all 

the areas affecting student life. 

 

The Governors would like to take this opportunity to thank all the staff at 

St George’s for all their hard work this year, and we wish staff, students 

and their families a safe and happy Christmas.  

 



 



  

 

Christmas Service 

Dear families,  

Please click the link below to 

join us at 10:30am on Monday 

20th December for our 

Christmas Service.  

Please make sure that you 

remain muted and have your 

cameras turned off throughout 

the service.  

 

Topic: Christmas Service 

Time: Dec 20, 2021 10:30 AM  

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81

050137735?pwd=N0lqcFUzd2l

wTjlyUGFZMXlCSWZtUT09 

 

Meeting ID: 810 5013 7735 

Passcode: 539480 

 

We look forward to 

celebrating the hard work 

of our wonderful students 

with you. 

 

This year we had planned to go back to St John’s Church for our annual 

Christmas Service, but unfortunately due to changes in local and 

government guidance we are no longer able to attend. However, following 

the success of last years’ service, we are going virtual again!. 

Each class has been thinking about all of the different ways that local, 

national and global communities have faced difficult times before and have 

come together to rebuild themselves. There are presentations, songs and 

videos to share their wonderful work, which will be done in a virtual whole 

school assembly. We are delighted to be able to invite you to dial into the 

assembly and celebrate with us, as we begin to look towards a new year and 

reflect on the one gone by. 

We have a new date for the service, which will now take place on Monday 

20th December from 10:30am to approximately 11:45am via Zoom. A link Is 

available, for you to join us if you can. There will be a link in the email; click 

on the link and follow the instructions in your web browser. You will not 

need a web cam or microphone to join us. 

We hope that you can join us! 

Christmas Service Changes 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81050137735?pwd=N0lqcFUzd2lwTjlyUGFZMXlCSWZtUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81050137735?pwd=N0lqcFUzd2lwTjlyUGFZMXlCSWZtUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81050137735?pwd=N0lqcFUzd2lwTjlyUGFZMXlCSWZtUT09


 

 

  

Dear Parents/Carers 

We have become increasingly concerned at the number of vehicles arriving 

at school extremely early in the afternoon to collect students. 

This has become a health and safety issue for several reasons: 

 For example, access to the school site by emergency vehicles could 

be hampered as vehicles are parked all the way up the drive; 

sometimes we need to call an ambulance and do not wish to waste 

precious minutes while vehicles move from the the school site.  

 The school minibuses need access to their parking bays when 

returning from school trips so that students can safely disembark 

close to the front door. Recently one group cut an activity short so 

that the minibus could park but at 2.35pm, they could not do so due 

to the number of vehicles already parked. On another occasion, our 

minibus had to park at the top of the site and the students escorted 

down the drive. 

 Parents who need to pick up their young person for an appointment 

are getting caught up in the queue despite arriving at the school in 

good time. Recently a parent had to drive the wrong way up the one-

way system so that they could get to their appointment on time. 

From Tuesday 4th January, we are requesting that no vehicles arrive on the 

school site before 2.45pm; any arriving before this will be sent away on the 

grounds of health and safety. 

The School Transport Department are informing the taxis and minibuses of 

the arrangements on our return from the Christmas break and we are asking 

parents who collect their young person to assist us by not arriving before the 

designated time.  

We very much hope that we can all work together to ensure the safety of our 

students and to facilitate their swift departure at the end of the school day. 

Many thanks 

 

 

Student collection at the end of the 

school day 

 

COVID-19 vaccine update 

A booster dose of the vaccine is 

available for everyone aged 18 and 

over, and some people aged 16 and 

over. You must have had 2 doses of 

the vaccine at least 3 months ago. 

A booster dose helps improve the 

protection you have from your first 

two doses. It helps give you longer-

term protection against getting 

seriously ill from COVID-19.  

You can go to walk-ins or book 

appointments via the NHS website or 

by calling 119.   

Walk-in COVID-19 vaccination clinics 

at Westridge Centre, Ryde, PO33 1QS 

 

Boosters and 1st and 2nd doses for 

people age 18 years and over 

 Sat 18 December 9.00 am 

to 3 pm 

 Mon 20 December 12 pm 

to 8 pm 

 Thurs 23 December 8.30 

am to 6 pm 

 

1st and 2nd dose only 

 Thurs 16 December 8.30 am to 

6 pm 

 Fri 17 December 8.30 am to 

6 pm 

 Tues 21 December 8.30 am 

to 6 pm 

 Weds 22 December 8.30 

am to 6 pm 

 
Walk-in COVID-19 vaccinations at 

Riverside Centre, Newport, PO30 2QR 

1st and 2nd dose only 

 Fri 17 December, Pfizer, 

2 pm to 5 pm 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/


  

The Isle of Wight Youth Trust offer a drop in session every Wednesday, for young Islanders aged 13+. 

 The Hub, 114 Pyle Street, Newport, PO30 1XA.  

 Every Wednesday between 2-5pm.  

 

Kooth Online is an interactive website where individuals can chat anonymously to members of the 

team, create a daily journal, join in discussion boards and read helpful articles. 

 Simply download the app/ join by visiting https://www.kooth.com/ 

  

The Little Blue Book of Sunshine is a downloadable book that explains what to do when we feel low, 

how to make yourself feel that little bit better and how to turn things around. 

 To download, please visit https://gp-portal.westhampshireccg.nhs.uk/resource/little-blue-

book-of-sunshine-hampshire-southampton-and-isle-of-wight-edition/ 

 

Safe Haven - No Limits offers out of hours support for young people suffering with their mental 

health through telephone calls, online support and open-sessions. 

 02380 224 224 

 For more information or to contact Safe Haven, enquire 

through enquiries@nolimitshelp.org.uk 

  

Young Minds are a mental health charity for children, young people and their parents, making sure 

all young people can get the mental health support they deserve. 

 For more information or to contact Young Minds, visit: 

https://www.youngminds.org.uk/ 

 

Useful Links 

COVID-19 testing update 

Please keeping taking LFT tests regularly 

when you don't have symptoms. If you 

develop symptoms you should book a 

PCR test online or by calling 119.  

1. Daily rapid testing: 

People who are fully vaccinated and 

identified as a contact of someone with 

COVID-19 (any variant including 

Omicron) should take an NHS rapid 

lateral flow test every day for seven days. 

If you test positive on the LFT you must 

isolate and take a PCR test. 

 

This applies to: 

 fully vaccinated adults – 

people who have had 2 jabs 

 all children aged 5 to 18 years 

and 6 months, regardless of 

their vaccination status 

 people who can prove they 

are unable to be vaccinated 

for clinical reasons 

 people taking part, or have 

taken part, in an approved 

clinical trial for a COVID-19 

vaccine 

Unvaccinated adults are not eligible for 

daily rapid testing. They must still self-

isolate for 10 days if they are a contact of 

someone who tests positive for COVID-

19 (all variants including Omicron) unless 

eligible for existing workplace daily 

contact testing. 

2. If you aren't able to order 

LFTs online, please try again 

another time. The 

government may temporarily 

close the website to fulfil 

orders that have been already 

placed.  

3. You can pick up LFTs from 

your local pharmacy. You do 

not need a collect code at the 

moment. 

4. Use this page on 

keeptheislandsafe.org for 

more information about 

COVID-19 testing. 

 

https://www.kooth.com/
https://www.kooth.com/
https://gp-portal.westhampshireccg.nhs.uk/resource/little-blue-book-of-sunshine-hampshire-southampton-and-isle-of-wight-edition/
https://gp-portal.westhampshireccg.nhs.uk/resource/little-blue-book-of-sunshine-hampshire-southampton-and-isle-of-wight-edition/
https://gp-portal.westhampshireccg.nhs.uk/resource/little-blue-book-of-sunshine-hampshire-southampton-and-isle-of-wight-edition/
https://gp-portal.westhampshireccg.nhs.uk/resource/little-blue-book-of-sunshine-hampshire-southampton-and-isle-of-wight-edition/
mailto:enquiries@nolimitshelp.org.uk
mailto:enquiries@nolimitshelp.org.uk
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests
https://maps.test-and-trace.nhs.uk/
https://maps.test-and-trace.nhs.uk/
https://smex-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fkeeptheislandsafe.org%2ftesting%2f&umid=0f5e1990-2242-41be-a2e3-bef5ffa898eb&auth=437a020dcc987bfc8ef77190b53d29037dc18860-0dc3993370d5060c2f77d8d63993fb721c4a51d7
https://smex-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fkeeptheislandsafe.org%2ftesting%2f&umid=0f5e1990-2242-41be-a2e3-bef5ffa898eb&auth=437a020dcc987bfc8ef77190b53d29037dc18860-0dc3993370d5060c2f77d8d63993fb721c4a51d7


  

6th Form Hospitality Work 

Experience 

This term 5 Sixth Form students have been completing work experience in 

the Dragon’s Den Café. This work experience was outside their timetabled 

options and gave other students the opportunity to gain work experience 

skills in a café. The work experience included serving a customer, being a 

customer and completing their Level 1 Food Hygiene and Safety 

Certificate.  

To celebrate their achievements we held a small tea party with their peers 

and class staff. This is the first time in a long time that we have been able 

to have a tea party in the café and it was so good! 

I, and all the staff, are incredibly proud of the well-rounded, enthusiastic 

and accomplished young men and women our students are becoming. 

Stay safe, have a good weekend and enjoy the break. 

Kat Montagu  

Food Tech  

 

 
Save 

some for 

me 



  

Careers Talk by Jay 

Osborne 
 

On Monday, we had a phenomenal Zoom call from Jay Osborne who is a 

musician, actor and photographer who spoke to us about how his hobbies have 

turned into an amazing career.  

Jay was only 7 when he started playing the guitar and was inspired by his 

grandmother who used to play rock n’ roll, rhythm and blues and soul music 

such as Elvis Presley and Carl Perkins 

He was born on the Isle of Wight but when he was 15, he moved to 

Southampton.  

When he was older, he began to play and sing in bands and has worked with 

bands such as Blink 182 and Goldie Looking Chain. 

He talked to us about his career journey and how he got to be doing what he 

does, which was really inspiring. He talked about the mistakes he had made 

throughout his career and how this helped him to learn and improve and said 

that we should never give up and persevere when we are finding things 

difficult. 

He has worked all over the world,  on cruise ships and playing lead guitar in 

stage shows and musicals. He has also appeared in adverts, done voice overs 

and narrated audio books. He has written lots of songs and is going to be 

releasing an EP with his band The Big Three. 

We asked lots of questions and at the end of the session, he played his guitar 

and sang, which was amazing! 

By 11B 

 



 

 

 
7B Snowman 


