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DEVELOPMENT 

DAYS 
 
 
 

 DATES FOR YOUR 
DIARY  

 
CHRISTMAS 
HOLIDAYS 
Friday 19th 
December: 

Last day of Term 
 
 

  Monday 5th January 
Students to return to 

school 
 

February Half Term: 
Last of day of term: 

Friday 13th of 
February 

 
Date to return: 

Monday 23rd February 
 

Monday 2nd and 
Monday 9th February 

2026: 
The View closed for 

staff training  
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Dear Students, Families, Staff and Governors,  
 
 
We have had a busy couple of weeks leading up to the Christmas break. The Christmas 
service was fantastic and it was lovely to see so many students enjoying the music and 
singing along. 
 
Students on both sites really enjoyed eating Christmas dinner together, a much deserved 
treat at the end of a busy term along with wearing their favourite Christmas jumpers! 
 
We have applied for a development day on Monday 26th January, we are waiting for 
confirmation from the Local Authority that it has been agreed, but are anticipating school 
will be closed to all students on this day.  
 
It has been a busy term, but great to welcome so many new students to the St George's 
Community and see how well they have settled in. 
 
We are all looking forward to the festive break now and very much look forward to 
welcoming students back to school in the new year on Monday 5th January. 
 
I hope you all have a fantastic Christmas and are able to spend time with your families 
and loved ones. 
 
Best Wishes 
 

 
 
Sarah Tolfrey  
Deputy Head 
 

 

ST GEORGE’S GAZETTE 
Friday 19th December 

 



 

Creative Skills! 

 

 
 

 
The Foodbank 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Newport Minster “Follow the Star” Installation 

 

 
We’re delighted to share some wonderful photos of the beautiful stars created by our 
Sunflower students and the Friday 6th Form Art Options students. Their creativity and hard 
work are now shining proudly as part of the “Follow the Star” Installation at Newport Minster. 
 
Our 19 stars, made by our talented students, will be on display throughout the festive period; 
bringing colour, joy, and St George’s spirit to the community. 
 
Well done to all the students involved, your artwork is truly lighting up Newport. 
 
 
Rachel, Guy and Zoe 
St George’s Art Department 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

A Wonderful First Term 
 
As the KS4 Lead, stepping into post this September has been a privilege and a joy. Over the 
past term, I’ve had the pleasure of getting to know our fantastic young people, watching 
them grow in confidence and show great teamwork. It has been inspiring to see each 
student bring their unique strengths to our KS4 community and continue to work on our core 
values of respect and independence.  
 
This term has been full of rich learning experiences both inside and outside the classroom. 
One of our highlights was our trip to the cinema, where students demonstrated fantastic 
behaviour, communication skills and a real sense of independence. We’ve also spent 
valuable time out in the community, developing life skills, building social confidence, and 
learning how to navigate everyday situations with increasing resilience and maturity. 
 
In class, students have been studying the book You Are Awesome, exploring themes of 
confidence, self-belief, and embracing change. This text has opened up thoughtful 
conversations about perseverance and the power of a positive mindset—skills that are 
especially important as our pupils prepare for the years ahead. Watching them reflect, 
discuss, and encourage one another has been truly heart-warming. 
 
Another real strength of KS4 this term has been teamwork. Whether working in groups, 
supporting each other through challenges, or celebrating successes together, our students 
have shown what can be achieved when everyone pulls together. This further demonstrates 
how our students are developing our school values of aspiration, respect, perseverance and 
independence.  
 
As we head into the festive season, I want to wish all our students, families, and staff a very 
Merry Christmas and a peaceful break. Thank you for your continued support and for making 
this first term such a memorable one. 
 
We are already looking forward to the spring term, where KS4 will continue to flourish, grow, 
and shine in all they do. 
 
Warm wishes 
 

 
 
Lorna Battista 
Key Stage 4 Lead 
St George's School 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

The View 
 

Please note that The View will be closed for essential staff training on Monday the 2nd of 
February and Monday the 9th of February 2026. Many thanks for your understanding.  

 
 

----- 
 
 

As part of our sixth form options, our students have had a lovely term working with the local 
residents at Solent Grange and are now looking forward to their next venture after a little 

break. They have all worked so well singing carols, hosting a quiz, colouring, playing games 
and so much more. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

----- 
 
 

Our Christmas tree, as part of the Brighstone 
Christmas tree festival, is at the Isle of Wight 

Pearl. Our theme this year was 'Our hands, our 
hearts'. This tree celebrates the idea that every 

member of our school contributes with both 
hands (creativity, action) and hearts (kindness, 

care). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

The Studio 
 

As we come to the end of a busy and joyful term, I would like to take a moment to reflect on 
some of the wonderful moments we have shared as a school community. 
Our students have shown great aspiration and creativity in making beautiful tree decorations 
for the Christmas Fayre. Their care, imagination and pride in their work were a real highlight 
and helped create such a warm and festive atmosphere. 
 
We also enjoyed a truly special Christmas dinner, lovingly prepared by our students. This 
was a wonderful example of independence and teamwork, and sitting together to share the 
meal felt very much like being one big family. The respect shown for one another during this 
time made it an especially meaningful occasion. 
 
I would also like to commend our Year 11 students, who completed their exams last week. 
They approached this challenge with maturity, excellent behaviour and real perseverance. 
We are very proud of the way they conducted themselves. 
 
Thank you, as always, for your continued support throughout the term. I would like to wish 
you and your families a restful break and a happy festive season. We look forward to seeing 
everyone again in January and continuing to build on these shared values together. 
 
Michelle Barnes 
Head of School  
St George's Studio School 
Grange Rd, East Cowes PO32 6EA 

 

        
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
 
 

A Wonderful Gift from the Isle of Wight Radio Toy Appeal 
 

We have been incredibly fortunate to receive a very generous donation of toys from the Isle 
of Wight Radio Toy Appeal. Aspire kindly nominated our school, and on Friday we were 

delighted to collect six large boxes filled with wonderful toys.  
 

The toys have since been carefully sorted and distributed to each class in festive Santa 
sacks, including The Studio School. We are extremely grateful for this kindness and 

generosity, and we know that our young people will take great pleasure in enjoying these 
gifts. 

 
A heartfelt thank you to the Isle of Wight Radio Toy Appeal and Aspire for helping to bring so 

much joy to our school community 

 

 

 
 

 



 

Community News and Events 
 

 
Family Friendly Festive Weekend at the Isle of Wight 

Donkey Sanctuary - Saturday 20 and Sunday 21 
December 

Celebrate Christmas with magical, affordable fun at the 
Isle of Wight Donkey Sanctuary! Meet over 100 donkeys 

and ponies and enjoy a unique Santa’s Grotto experience 
inside our barn. 

Find out more on the Isle of Wight Donkey Sanctuary website 
 

 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Isle of Wight Story Festival is back for 2026, with 
a wonderful new programme of events for Island 

children and families this coming February half-term. 
We've attached below our digital newsletter. 
There is a veritable host of wonderfully exciting 

Island creatives; hit storytellers, best-selling authors, 
dazzling artists and all out local theatre 

performances.  And of course, back by popular 
request the Island's own Kieran Larwood! 

 
www.iwstoryfestival.com 

 
    
 
 
 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

Adult Community Learning are 
delighted to share their new 
programme of workshops and 
courses, for adults 19+ 
years.   Whether it is ICT, English 
or maths, art, craft, health and 
wellbeing or careers advice, we 
have something for 
everyone.  Check out what’s on offer and book 
at www.iow.gov.uk/ACLcourses , or call us on 
817280. Come and learn something new in a relaxed 
and informal setting, at The Learning Centre, 
Westridge, Ryde. 

 
 
 
 

 

https://www.iowdonkeysanctuary.org/christmas2025attheiowdonkeysanctuary
https://www.iow.gov.uk/ACLcourses?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQPNTE0NzcxNTY5MjI4MDYxAAEedKyNty3qLkYG4yIsFxRdAZni666R5EcCtYjppvnJ8lZiKQk9wiUNkTk9D-E_aem_ssJer38f2eMydTgNZ9uDsw


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Family Friendly Festive Weekend at the Isle of Wight Donkey Sanctuary - Saturday 20 
and Sunday 21 December 
Celebrate Christmas with magical, affordable fun at the Isle of Wight Donkey Sanctuary! 
Meet over 100 donkeys and ponies and enjoy a unique Santa’s Grotto experience inside one 
of our donkey barns. 
  
New for 2025 
We’re excited to offer a special Quiet Time with Santa on Saturday 20 December, 10.00 to 
10.30am. 
If your child would love to meet Santa but would prefer a calmer, more relaxed experience, 
this is the session just for them! 
From £5 per person, including a festive goodie bag. 
Spaces are limited and must be booked in advance online. 
As well as the Quiet Time session, Santa will be at the sanctuary all weekend from 10.30am 
to 3pm. Come and meet him in his festive grotto, joined by his elves and our donkeys for a 
very special Christmas experience. 
From £5 per child (includes a festive goodie bag). 
Book online or book on the day (subject to availability) 
 
Other activities on over the weekend include: 

• Pony & carriage rides - £5 per person (weather dependant) 
• Free reindeer trail – search for the reindeers hidden around our site – everyone gets 

a sweet treat! 
• Seasonal music in the barn 
• Mulled wine and festive treats in our café 
• Christmas shopping ideas 
• Isle of Wight Gin Company tasting – mums, dads and grandparents only! 

  
Come along and step into Christmas with us! 
  
 

 
 

https://www-253b.bookeo.com/bookeo/b_iowdonkeysanctuary_start.html?ctlsrc2=RNfhEgNGtrOdclmqQcds7dTbfA2EylMYhWtuX9fKxRk%3D&src=03b&type=3253XWHXCX19A30A366BA
https://www-253b.bookeo.com/bookeo/b_iowdonkeysanctuary_start.html?ctlsrc2=RNfhEgNGtrOdclmqQcds7T8P3vBRO10DxMHz7ufVvkA%3D&src=03b&type=32534A6KXR199FCBDDDE1


 

 


