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Animal Care Policy Rationale 
 
Pets can help meet the emotional needs of children and adults. Caring for pets also gives children the opportunity to learn how to be gentle and responsible for others and is part of their educational programme. In addition to these benefits children take great enjoyment from interaction with pets and other animals.    
 
 
Aims and Objectives 
 
We recognise our responsibility to provide a safe environment and positive learning experiences for all pupils and a high standard of care and welfare to all animals involved.  
· To enable students to communicate effectively and appropriately in a variety of situations and with a range of people. 
· To create opportunities to make choices, obtain information, question and be actively involved in decision making. 
· To develop functional literacy skills for use in adult life. 
· To enable students to gain an understanding of how to respect and care for a range of animals. 
· To provide learners with an overview of the animal care sector. 
· To gain experience using equipment safely and carrying out practical tasks. 
· To work with others in a co-operative manner and follow instructions. 
· To promote the gaining of work-related skills within the animal care sector. 
· To prepare learners for further training within their chosen occupational area.  
· To empower children and young people with the skills and knowledge to enable them to become responsible pet owners in the future.  
· To help pupils develop increased respect, empathy and a sense of responsibility for living things.  
· To promote an interest in the natural environment and support hands-on learning across all areas of the curriculum.  
· To help pupils develop a calm, confident, and sensitive manner when interacting with animals. 
 
Health & Safety St George’s School recognises that there are risks allowing animals on the school site. Some people, such as pregnant women and those with a weakened immune system, are at greater risk of developing a severe infection. It is the school’s aim to maximise the benefit of children’s contact with animals, and control risks, by asking staff, parents/carers and visitors to follow some simple rules, exercise common sense and encourage the sensible behaviour of pupils around animals.   
Before handling the animals, staff will check students’ hands and arms to ensure they have no cuts or abrasions. If any exposures are noticed staff will ensure these are covered before handling animals. Students and staff must wash hands using antibacterial soap after handling, coming into contact with bedding, soil, food etc in an animal’s environment. Staff will ensure children are discouraged from putting fingers into their mouths, touching their eyes or handling food prior to washing their hands.  If a student is bitten by an animal then a member of staff should ensure the wound is cleaned with water and a plaster is applied to the cut. Parents will be contacted and further medical advice will be taken if needed. All staff involved in delivering animal care will read the animal care risk assessment which can be found on the school system. 
 
We will ensure that animals have had the necessary health checks and therefore are free from infection and routinely screened. Sick or unsuitable animals that pose a health risk beyond that of an everyday healthy pet will not be allowed on the school site. 
To ensure the safety and wellbeing of all pupils and animals we will take the following measures before acquiring any school pets or livestock: 
• Any member of staff wishing to introduce a class animal or animals must seek permission from the Headteacher and agree to take on responsibility for the care and welfare of the animal for the duration of its life. This includes the responsibility to care for the animal themselves, or find a suitable alternative home, if the classroom situation or the health/ temperament of the animal changes and it is no longer appropriate for it to live at school.   
•We will ensure there is a plan in place for weekend and holiday care of the animal.            •Wild, caught and nocturnal animals will not be considered as suitable for school pets.        
•We will fully research the needs, habits and temperament of the relevant species to ensure it will make an appropriate addition to the school and that we can fully meet it’s welfare needs in the school environment.                                                                                       
•We will ensure that a local vet will be able to treat the animal/s if needed. 
 
Once the animal is resident in the school we will take the following measures: •We will provide housing of a suitable size with all necessary features and enrichments. The housing will be chosen with the safety of pupils in mind and checked for any unanticipated risks. If second hand housing is used then it will be thoroughly cleaned and sterilised.        
•We will keep the housing and surrounding area clean and in good condition at all times.        
•We will provide a suitable single-sex social group for the animal/s if appropriate.                   
•We will provide the correct quantity of suitable feed. All feed will be stored correctly.              •We will ensure that any sick or injured animals are isolated, treated, and seen by a 
vet if necessary.                                                                                                                            
•We will monitor the behaviour and health of the animal on an ongoing basis.                         
•Pupils will only handle animals under close supervision from a member of staff.                          •We will implement strict hand-washing procedures for all pupils coming into contact 
with the animal or associated equipment.                                                                                            
•Any cleaning chemicals or animal medications will be stored in a safe place.  
 
 
In the event of an emergency 
· Remove the animal to a secure place away from the children. 
· Keep children calm and safe. 
· Notify parents at once. 
· Seek medical assistance immediately if needed 
 
Visits to petting farms and zoos                                                                                    
 There are a number of diseases that can be passed on to pupils and staff from infected farm animals such as campylobacter, salmonella and cryptosporidium. It is not possible to know which animals are carriers so a standard approach to reducing the risk of transmission of infection to children and staff should be taken. 
 
 
Before visit        
Emphasise the importance of hand hygiene during and after the visit and check that the farm has easily accessible hand washing facilities. Educate pupils not to eat, drink or put fingers in their mouths except when in designated eating areas and after they have washed their hands.  
Check that the farm is well managed. Drinking taps should be clearly marked and sited in a clean area away from the animals. 
 
 
During the visit                                                                                                             
If children are allowed to handle or feed the animals, ask them not to put their faces against the animals or put their hands in their own mouths afterwards. Check that children wash and dry their hands thoroughly after contact with animals and particularly before eating and drinking. Younger children should be supervised.   Food should only be taken in the designated picnic areas. Children should be reminded not to eat anything which may have fallen on the ground. They should not eat or drink unpasteurised products like milk, cheese or ice-cream, or taste animal feedstuff such as silage and concentrates. Manure or slurry presents a particular risk of infection and children should be warned against touching it. If they do, ensure hands are promptly washed and dried. 
 
 
At the end of the visit                                                                                                                         Ask all the children to wash and dry their hands before leaving.   
 
 
 
The Curriculum 
The curriculum will be set around based units for animal care where students will build their abilities to communicate effectively, use functional writing skills such as form filling, writing lists etc, and build on reading skills for functional use such as reading instructions, directions, timetables and social sight signs. It is recognised that for some of our students’ (e.g. young people with autism) progress in key literacy skills will be minimal and for these students a focus will be on giving them an enjoyment of animal care, by exposing them to a wide variety of different animals, and teaching them skills around handling animals and caring for them on a daily basis. Some of our students also use speech and communication aids, such as symbols and opportunities should be built into each lesson for these students to use these to add their thoughts and ideas. 
All schemes of work will be delivered by trained staff within discrete lessons.  Lessons should be differentiated so that all students achieve to their full potential at all times. 
 
Accreditation will take place according to student’s ability with more theory for the MLD and more practical for SLD Students. Accreditation will be based around the Quality Mark award. PMLD students will use the Animal Care sessions to practice their EHCP Targets. 
 
Evidence for each unit is through building up a portfolio of evidence to demonstrate that all the assessment criteria within the unit has been achieved. The evidence will be assessed by the assessor at the centre, who may or may not be the tutor teaching the course. 
 
Portfolios of evidence should include a variety of evidence to demonstrate that the assessment criteria for each unit has been met. Examples of evidence that could be included are: 
 
 Observation record 
 Questions and discussions 
 Photographs 
 Worksheets 
 Self assessments 
 
Monitoring and Evaluation 
This is carried out through regular classroom observations and learning walks and portfolio scrutiny. Scrutiny of planning is carried out by the senior leadership team with responsibility for Curriculum Development. Governors are kept informed of changes made to the introduction to Animal Care and are involved in learning walks throughout the year in order to scrutinise lessons, and observe classroom learning environments. 
This policy will be reviewed biannually 
 
Date agreed:  November 2025                     Date of next review: November 2027 
 
 
Governor: ..............................                      Headteacher: ................................. 
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