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Intent of Computing and Online Safety at St George’s   
   
In line with the 2014 National Curriculum for Computing, our aim is to provide a high quality computing education which equips children to use computational thinking and creativity to understand and change the world.    
   
By the time they leave St George’s, children will have gained key knowledge and skills in the three main areas of the computing curriculum: computer science (programming and understanding how digital systems work), information technology (using computer systems to store, retrieve and send information) and digital literacy (evaluating digital content and using technology safely and respectfully).    
   
Through our planning for Computing and Online Safety we aim to:    
· Provide a relevant, challenging and enjoyable curriculum for Computing and ICT for all students.    
· Follow the National Curriculum programme at a differentiated level for Computing in Key Stage 3 and 4 as well as accreditation requirements for Key Stages 4 and 5 if appropriate.   
· To enable students to have control over their environment through the safe use of electricity, switches, communication devices and a range of technological devices and everyday equipment.   
· Embed Computing and Online Safety across a curriculum that acknowledges its contribution to learning in all other subjects.   
· Equip students with a progression of Computing and Online Safety skills that they can apply both in and out of school.    
· To equip pupils with the confidence and capability to use Online Safety and Computing throughout their later life.   
· Support all staff to make effective use of Online Safety at a professional level.   
· Support students to use computers in experimental, imaginative, exploratory ways. This will include regular opportunities to engage with computer programming.   
· Ensure that staff and students understand the capabilities, advantages, risks and limitations of Computing and Online Safety and consider the implications of its development for society.   
· Make effective use of computers to transform teaching and learning providing opportunities that would otherwise not be possible.   
· Facilitate electronic communication between home and school.   
· To develop the understanding of how to use ICT and Computing safely and responsibly.   
· Ensure Computing and ICT resources are relevant and sufficient.   
· To respond to new developments in technology.   
   


   
Implementation of Computing and ICT at St George’s   
   
   
The school uses a variety of teaching and learning styles in Computing and Online Safety lessons. Computing and Online Safety is also taught, and skills developed, through tasks set in other curriculum lessons. The principal aim is to develop students’ knowledge, skills and understanding in Computing and Online Safety. We do this through a mixture of whole class teaching and individual/group activities. Within lessons, we give students the opportunity both to work on their own and to collaborate with others, listening to other students’ ideas and treating these with respect. Students are given opportunities to evaluate their own work and that of others.   
   
In all classes there are students of differing ability. We recognise this fact and provide suitable learning opportunities for all students by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. We achieve this through a range of strategies:   
   
· setting common tasks that are open-ended and can have a variety of results.   
· setting tasks of increasing difficulty, challenging the more able   
· grouping students by ability and setting different tasks for each group.   
· providing a range of challenges through the provision of different resources.   
· using additional adults to support the work of individual students or small groups.   
   
All schemes of work will be delivered by staff within discrete lessons although skills learned within these lessons will then transfer through into all areas of the curriculum.  Lessons should be differentiated so that all students achieve to their full potential and are challenged at all times.    
   
It is the policy of St George’s School to offer a broad and balanced curriculum in line with statutory requirements and the National Curriculum, and, for older students, Accreditation demands.     
   
Computing and Online Safety lessons should draw on and develop the students’ knowledge and experience from other subject areas, particularly Literacy, Numeracy and Science, in a functional and meaningful way. In the same way, other subjects should offer opportunities to practise and extend Computing and Online Safety skills, such as through research, creating presentations and collecting and sorting data.   
   
Across all Key Stages, students follow National Curriculum Guidelines for Computing and Online Safety and are baselined at the beginning of each topic. There is a long-term plan that ensures students develop in line with the National Curriculum at their own pace as they move through the school. Teachers are required to use their knowledge of each student to ensure progression of skills. There is a separate curriculum for students with PMLD and ASD.    
   
In Key Stage 5, students may choose Computing as an Option. This is delivered through either the St George’s Computing and Online Safety Quality Mark or is unaccredited and will follow National Curriculum guidelines. Across the Key Stage, students are encouraged to use computing skills to record work, access the community, and help them with day to day tasks throughout their curriculum work   
   
All students in Key Stage 5 are taught elements of Online Safety at least once each term at a level appropriate to their needs and understanding. This may be as part of a different curriculum lesson, for example RSHE.   
   
Impact of Computing and ICT at St George’s   
   
· The vast majority of students meet or exceed their expected progress in Computing.   
· Students are well prepared for the next stage of their education or life journey   
· Students become IT literate, with transferable skills they can take with them into future education and the world of work.   
   
   
Contribution of Computing and ICT to teaching in other curriculum areas   
   
Literacy: writing e-mails and letters; researching and presenting information   
Numeracy: collecting, entering and interpreting data   
Science: electronics and circuits; building and programming robots   
Foundation Subjects: researching and presenting information on current topics Art: Digital art, photography, Computer graphics and logos   
   
Recording and Assessment   
   
On-going formative assessment is an integral part of good practice. Its main purpose is to enable the teacher to match work to the abilities and needs of the students and ensure progression in learning.   
   
Computing and ICT skills capability should be monitored regularly in relation to the Computing curriculum and the accreditation requirements. Teachers should assess module requirements with reference to students’ knowledge, understanding and skills. Other opportunities for assessment will arise from cross-curricular work.   
 
   
ICT Technician Support    
The school employs a Network Manager and a Computer Technician whose specific roles relate to the provision of support in ICT. This support takes a variety of forms, including:   
   
· supporting lessons using ICT equipment in the ICT suite and around the school.
· dealing with technical queries relating to software and hardware.  
· carrying out all maintenance and repairs or replacement of hardware.   
· purchasing and updating equipment and software.   
· maintaining and monitoring of firewall and filtering systems   
· managing system backups and security.   
· supporting teachers in the use of ICT in other curriculum areas.
· supporting admin staff with the use of ICT within their roles.
· maintaining and updating school-related pages on the school website.   
   
Health and safety   
   
The school’s Health and Safety Policy sets out the safety arrangements and procedures for achieving a standard that meets current legislation and the needs of the school. Teaching and non-teaching staff are responsible for checking that there are no obvious breaches in health and safety.   
At St George’s School we ensure that all monitors are appropriately placed, that work surfaces are sufficiently large, that there are no trailing leads, etc. We ensure that our equipment is given an electrical check and this is carried out annually.   
All staff should visually check electrical equipment before they use it and take any damaged equipment out of use. Damaged equipment should then be reported to the ICT technicians.   
Students should not be responsible for moving heavy equipment around the school. They may use the computers but should not be given the responsibility of plugging in and switching machines on without a member of staff present. Food and drink should not be consumed near computing equipment.   
Staff should ensure that the students are seated at the computers comfortably and be aware of the dangers of continuous use (e.g. eye/wrist strain etc).   
An adult should always supervise students when they are accessing information via the Internet. The school uses LightSpeed content filter but staff are advised to take great care on the content accessed by students and are ultimately responsible for information accessed by pupils.   
   
Security    
· The Computing technician will be responsible for regularly updating anti-virus software.    
· Use of ICT and computing will be in line with the school’s ‘acceptable use policy’. All staff must sign a copy of the school’s policy annually.   
· Students and parents sign a ‘Using the Internet’ form when they enter the school.    
· All pupils and parents will be aware of the school rules for responsible use of ICT and computing and the internet and will understand the consequence of any misuse.    
   
Monitoring and Evaluation   
   
This is carried out through classroom observations, learning walks and evidence scrutiny. Planning will be monitored by the Computing and Online Safety leads to ensure it continues to meet National Curriculum guidelines and overseen by SLT.  Governors are kept informed of changes made to the Computing and Online Safety Curriculum and are involved in Learning walks throughout the year in order to scrutinise lessons and observe classroom learning environments.   
   
The Online Safety and Computing subject leaders will use specially-allocated time for carrying out the vital task of reviewing samples of the student’s work and for visiting classes to observe the teaching of Online Safety and computing.   
 
Staff training needs will be met by:
   
· Auditing staff skills and confidence in the use of information technologies regularly.   
· Arranging training for individuals as required.   
· Annual e-safety training, to include professional conduct and safer working practices regarding technologies such as X, Facebook, Blogging, WhatsApp etc.   
   
   
Roles and Responsibilities     
The Headteacher & Governors will:   
· Monitor the implementation of the Computing Policy.   
· Ensure there is a long term plan that details coverage and progression.   
· With the subject co-ordinator, monitor teaching, learning and standards in Computing.   
   
The Computing Co-ordinator will:   
· Support teachers with planning and use of resources.   
· Undertake appropriate professional development to ensure an up-to-date knowledge and report to staff.   
· With the headteacher, monitor teaching, learning and standards in Computing and Online Safety.    
· Provide a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school by writing the Computing and Online Safety Action Plan and updating the policy.   
   
Teachers will:   
Use the Long-Term Plan for Computing and Online Safety to plan opportunities for all students to develop a broad range of appropriate computing skills. It is the responsibility of each class teacher to ensure that their class is taught all elements of the Computing and Online Safety curriculum as set out in the National Curriculum programme of study.    
   
· Plan opportunities for the relevant and creative use of Computing across the curriculum on an ongoing basis.   
· Plan for differentiation so that all students develop computing skills, taking into account the individual needs of students. This includes SEN, higher ability students and those with less access to computers at home.   
· Ensure the appropriate time is allocated to discrete teaching of Computing and Computer Programming.    
· Report pupils’ achievement in Computing and Online Safety in the annual report to parents   
· Follow health and safety guidelines and the ‘Acceptable Use of ICT’ policy.   
   
All staff will:   
· Ensure all adults and students handle and use equipment in an appropriate way.   
· Ensure passwords are not disclosed, shared or written down in a place that could be viewed by other staff or students.  
· Ensure that computers are never left logged in and unattended. If a staff member needs to leave a computer when logged in press the Windows key and L together to lock the computer.  
· Follow health and safety guidelines and the policies listed below.   
· Make themselves aware of legislation relating to the use of Online Safety and computing, including copyright and data protection issues.    
   
   
   
   
   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Appendix 1  
  
Access to Filtered Content  
  
1. Purpose  
The purpose of this appendix is to establish guidelines for school staff members regarding the use of resources such as YouTube for educational purposes while maintaining a safe and secure online environment.  
  
2. Scope  
This appendix applies to all school staff members who may require access to content such as YouTube for educational purposes with a particular emphasis on the responsibility of teaching staff.  
  
3. Educational Use  
Online content such as YouTube should be used as an educational resource to enhance teaching and learning experiences. Staff members are encouraged to incorporate educational videos and content that align with the curriculum into their lesson plans.  
  
4. Content Selection  
a. Appropriate Content: Teachers have access to content that is restricted to other staff within the school network. Teachers are responsible for ensuring that the content they select and share is age-appropriate, relevant to the curriculum and complies with the school's content guidelines.  
  
b. Review Process: Before incorporating any YouTube content into 
classroom activities, teaching staff should review the videos to ensure they meet educational standards and are free from objectionable or inappropriate material. Under no circumstances should this be done in the presence of students or where there is a risk of students seeing unchecked results or advertisements.  
  
c. Acquiring content: Links to the required content will be emailed to the IT support staff by copying the URL from the address bar. The IT staff will download the content and make it available offline for access by all staff.  
  
All teaching staff are expected to sign a declaration of compliance indicating their commitment to adhere to the guidelines outlined of this policy.  
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